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Every Step With God 


By Ida A. Guirey 
Job 23:11 
VERY step with God. How blessed 
Thus to walk with Him each day, 
With His loving care surrounded 
And His hand to guide our way! 
More and more we find Him precious 
As we journey with the Lord. 
Life grows richer, fuller, sweeter 
As we feed upon His Word. 
Every step we’re coming nearer 
To the Father’s House above 
And we see with vision clearer 
In the sunshine of His love. 
Not a step is safe without Him 
In this world so full of sin. 
May we follow close and trust Him, 
Seeking other souls to win. 


YW 
Look for the Door of Hope 


Have you gone down into a valley 
of trouble? Somewhere there is a door 
of hope for you. Hidden away in Hosea 
there are words of comfort for us; and 
Paul says that “whatsoever things were 
written aforetime were written for our 


learning, that we through patience and’ 


comfort of the scriptures might have 
hope” (Rom, 15:4). God said of Israel: 
“Therefore, behold, I will allure her, 
and bring her into the wilderness, and 
speak comfortably unto her. And I will 
give her her vineyards from thence, 
and the valley of Achor for a door of 
hope: and she shall sing there, as in the 
days of her youth, and as in the day 


when she came up out of the land of 
Egypt. And it shall be at that day, 
saith the Lord, that thou shalt call me 
Ishi; and shalt call me no more Baali” 
(Hos. 2:14-16). Here are at least three 
gracious promises: (1) It is God Him- 
self who will bring Israel into the wil- 
derness and speak words of comfort; 
(2) the valley will prove to be a door 
of hope and the song of her youth will 
be restored; (3) the Lord will be her 
loving husband and not merely her mas- 
ter (for “Ishi” means “my husband,” 
and “Baali” means “my master” or 
“lord”). “Achor” means “trouble,” for 
it was in this valley that Achan, his 
family, and cattle were stoned to death 
(Josh. 7:24-26). There are heart-break- 
ing, head-breaking troubles in many 


Christian organizations and individual - 


lives today, and it may be that these 
nuggets in an old prophecy will reflect 
gleams of divine light into darkened 
lives. The Lord brings us into the wil- 
derness that He may get our ear and 


% 


speak comfortably to us; blessing can 
be found right in the valley and God 
can restore the song of our hearts; there 
we can learn to know Him again, not 
as an exacting master, but a loving 
husband who cares about the details 
of our lives. These words in Hosea 
were not spoken to an obedient, humble 
people, but to one that had rebelled re- 
peatedly. We may still hear God say 
to us, as to Israel, “I will . . . do better 
unto you than at your beginnings” 
(Ezek. 36:11). Viewing our trials in 
the light of the New Testament, let us 
remember Peter’s words, “Beloved, 
think it not strange concerning the fiery 
trial which is to try you...” (1 Pet. 
4:12); and Paul’s, “We glory in tribu- 
lations also: knowing that tribulation 
worketh patience; and patience, experi- 
ence; and experience, hope: and hope 
maketh not ashamed; because the love 
of God is shed abroad in our hearts by 
the Holy Ghost which is given unto us” 
(Rom. 5:3-5). 


Echoes of the Fulton Street Meeting 


prayer meeting. was started on 

Fulton Street in New York City. 
A preliminary meeting was held on 
June 18, 1857, and the first of the regu- 
lar, daily, noon prayer meetings was 
held on September 23 of the same year. 
At the request of ‘Charles Scribner, 
father of “Charles Scribner’s Sons,” Dr 
S. Irenaeus Prime, senior editor of the 
New York Observer, wrote “The Power 
of Prayer,” a book telling the story of 
the meeting. His second and third 
volumes, telling of remarkable answers 
to prayer as a result of the meeting, ap- 
peared five years and fifteen years later; 
and in 1882 the same writer and pub- 
lishers issued his fourth volume, 
“Prayer and Its Answer—Illustrated in 


O-: hundred years ago the famous 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Be still, and know that I am 
God: I will be exalted among the 
heathen, I will be exalted in the 














earth” (Psa. 46:10). ‘ 4 











the First Twenty-five Years of the Ful- 
ton Street Prayer Meeting” (out of 
print today). From the stimulating 
records of answered prayer given in 
Dr. Prime’s fourth book, the following 
extracts are taken: 

“A merchant was in great distress 
about a note he had to meet. It was 
coming due the next day, and he had 
absolutely nothing with which to meet 
it. ‘I prayed God to help me in the 
great dilemma,’ he said, ‘and as I 
prayed, I felt distinctly impressed to 
read the'sixth chapter of Matthew. I 
did so, and when I came to the last 
verse and read the words, ‘Take no 
thought for the morrow for the mor- 
row shall take thought for the things 
of itself: sufficient unto the day is the 
evil thereof’; I felt that that was God's 
response to my prayer, and I just re- 
solved to take Him at His word and 
leave the morrow to His care. It came, 
but no money, and I had not received 
the money up till noon. But the needed 
amount came and came justin time.’ 

“A gentleman was interested in the 
case of two tried friends who had long 
* 
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sought but failed to secure any employ- 
ment. He had said to each of them, 
‘Send a request to the noon prayer 
meeting.’ These was no particular vir- 
tue in this prayer meeting above any 
other, they were reminded; but the act 
of sending such a request, if honestly 
and conscientiously done, was an ac- 
knowledgment that prayer was God’s 
appointed means of securing a blessing. 
The requests were written and des- 
patched by the individuals themselves 
and they continued their own earnest 
pleadings for guidance before God. The 
Lord heard, and one of them found most 
desirable employment before twenty- 
four hours passed, while the other was 
directed into a position a very few days 
after. 

“We are to seek first the Kingdom of 
God and His righteousness. Such is 
the divine order. Doing this, the supply 
of all temporal need is assured. ‘The 
night before last,’ said one, ‘a young 
man lost his position. He was bidden 
by his employer to do something which 
he knew to be wrong. The deed was 
revolting to his conscience, and he po- 
litely but firmly declined to do it. On 
maintaining his ground, he was told that 
his services were no longer needed. His 
employer would judge so far as right 
and wrong were concerned and he was 
to do just what he was requested. If 
that arrangement did not suit him he 
could leave immediately. He at once 
resigned, and went home wondering 
where he should next secure employ- 
ment. It was a matter of great impor- 
tance for he was without means of his 
own, and had a wife and family depend- 
ent upon him for support. He resolved 
to leave the matter with the Lord. Next 
day he started to come to the noon 
prayer meeting to present his case for 
prayer. He was detained, however, but 
in spirit he continued in prayer all that 
day. At night his employer called to 
see him. He wanted him back. A con- 
scientious Christian man was needed in 
the position he had filled, and the em- 
ployer owned that he would have acted 
just as his clerk did under similar cir- 
cumstances. His position awaited him 
with an increase of ten per cent in his 
salary. He went back rejoicing in the 
goodness of God which had more than 
made up to him what he supposed he 
had lost by faithfulness to conviction. 

“How many of us have been driven 
to the mercy seat by our trials. With- 
out them we should often neglect the 
throne of grace. A friend said he had 
been visiting one of the chosen of God 
who had been in a strait more than 
once in the past. But she had always 
been fed, and warmed, and clothed, and 
bore constant testimony to God’s faith- 
fulness. One Saturday night her sup- 
plies were entirely exhausted. She 
knelt in prayer and asked the Lord to 
supply her need during the Sabbath 
following. She had not long to wait 
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for the required supplies. A lady soon 
after called, bringing with her a basket 
filled with good things. ‘Here is the 
answer to your prayer; said the visitor 
and left. The old Iady was quite sure 
this was God’s answer to her supplica- 
tion, and none the less so because her 
prayer might have been overheard. She 
was rather Geaf, and she ventured to 
think she might have prayed somewhat 
loudly, and so have unconsciously made 
‘known her need to some others besides 
her Father in Heaven. She told her 
visitor that she could never bear her 
many trials but for the mercy seat. At 
home, when a child, she was wont ‘to 
watch her father’s oxen as they strained 
every nerve and muscle to drag a heavy 
load uphill. Again and again it brought 
them to their knees, but they invariably 
succeeded. Her burdens had many a 
time brought her to her knees, and in 
her weakness she had received grace 
and strength from on high. 

“The personal testimonies to the 
power of God’s saving grace, given from 
time to time in the meeting, are often 
thrilling, and as Heaven is to resound 
with shouts of sovereign grace, these 
experiences almost seem as echoes of 
the heavenly songs. One who for 
eighteen years had been deluded with 
the hallucinations of spiritualism told 
his story. He got along with the spir- 
itualists until his children died. The 
loss of his loved ones sorely tried him, 
and when, soon after, his wife was 
snatched away by death, the trial 
proved overwhelming. In vain he 
sounded all the depths of spiritualism 
for comfort. It yielded none. Mean- 
while he heard the Lord saying to him, 
‘My son, give me thine heart’; but he 
resisted the loving appeal, determined, 
as he had lived so long a spiritualist, to 
continue one to the end of his life. For 
some days he struggled against the 
solemn convictions which the Holy 
Spirit was forcing upon him, but he 
could not get away from them. In his 
distress he sought out a Christian prayer 
meeting and seized the earliest oppor- 
tunity to make his case known. He 
stated boldly that he had despised the 
doctrine of the atonement thus far, but 
now felt that he was a great and ter- 
rible sinner before God, and begged 
the prayers of those assembled. He de- 
sired to find a saving interest in the 
very atonement he had so long ignored. 
His confession was wholehearted as 
well as humble, and had no sooner been 
made than he realized the truth of the 
words, “If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness.’ Peace came as he spoke. He 
realized that his sins were atoned for 
by Christ, that the Saviour’s crimson 
blood had washed the dark stain away. 

“The missionary related a most en- 
couraging’ incident. Two days previ- 

(Continued on page 449) 
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Notes on Open Letters 
What Is Life? 


This question was asked in class in 
Sunday school last Sunday, “What is 
life?” ‘What is your answer in a few 
words?—A Tennessee reader. 

This is a hard assignment, for the ques- 
tion has long been discussed without hav- 
ing a fully satisfactory answer. Under 
“Life’ the Encyclopaedia Britannica 
refers the reader to “Biology,” and in the 
early part of the treatise we are told that 
“it is first essential to understand what 
is meant by a living organism.” Then 
follows this definition: “The necessary 
and sufficient condition for an object to 
be recognizable as a living organism, 
and so to be the subject of biological 
investigation, is that it be a discrete 
mass of matter, with a definite bound- 
ary, undergoing continual interchange 
of material with its surroundings with- 
out manifest alteration of properties 
over short periods of time, and, as as- 
certained either by direct observation 
or by analogy with other objects of the 
same class, originating by some process 
of division or fractionation from one or 
two pre-existing objects of the same 
kind. The criterion of continual inter- 
change of material may be termed the 
metabolic criterion, that of origin from 
a pre-existing object of the same class, 
the’reproductive criterion.” These words 
are neither few nor simple, but they 
show the difficulty of trying to define 
life. 

The Christian always turns to his 
Bible for light. The Word says, “For 
the life of the flesh is in the blood” (Lev. 
17:11). It is well known that when all 
the blood in the body of a human being 
or animal runs out the life goes out 
with it, which corroborates what the 
Scripture says. When God made man, 
He“breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life; and man became a living soul” 
(Gen. 2:7). So man’s life is derived 
from God. He does not hold it inde- 
pendently and cannot create it. He 
cannot create a living organism, from 
the lowest to the highest forms. God 
made all life on the earth: “And God cre- 
ated . . every living creature that 
moveth” (Gen. 1:21). Speaking of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Apostle John 
says: “All things were made by him; 
and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. In him was life; 
and the life was the light of men” 
(John 1:3, 4). 

These are illuminating statements 
about life, but life is a mystery, a prin- 
ciple, which God has reserved in His 
own knowledge and power. Here again 
we must rest on Deuteronomy 29:29: 
“The secret things belong unto the Lord 
our God: but those things which are 
revealed belong unto us and to our 
children for ever, that we may do all 
the words of this law.” 
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A Young Afghan Finds Honest People in America 


The astonishment of the first man from Afghanistan 
to ask permission to enter the United States 


astonished young man on two 

continents, that morning in the 
early nineteen-twenties, when he had 
his first introduction to America. Ever 
since his father, a high official in the 
Government of Afghanistan and Minis- 
ter of Education, had made an unprece- 
dented trip to England, and brought 
back smatterings of the English lan- 
guage to his son. Ahmed had been ob- 
sessed with the desire to visit the 
outside world. 
acquire valuable knowledge which he 
could adapt to benefit his country. 

At the beginning of this journey, Ah- 
med had nearly lost his life; for there 
were no roads to the West out of his 
closed little country. The snow was 
eight feet deep on the mountains he 
had to cross; the cold was intense, and 
Ahmed had reached the point of ex- 
haustion. He was numb with cold, and 
so sleepy that he could not take an- 
other step. 

But just before he would have lost 
consciousness, he realized that if he 
gave up now, this was the end. He 
would never awake, but freeze to death 
in his tracks. With an extreme effort 
and a desperate prayer to Allah, he 
aroused himself and continued his jour- 
ney across the mountains. Ahmed was 
a zealous Mohammedan, and deter- 
mined, whatever new things he might 
pick up in other countries, he would 
cling to his own religion and have noth- 
ing to do with any other. 


Through Ellis Island Red Tape 


Ahmed stopped briefly in Germany 
and France. His goal was America. 

In those days immigrants were held 
at Ellis Island while their status was 
being examined. Ahmed had been de- 
tained longer than most, because he 
was the first person from Afghanistan 
ever to ask entrance to the United 
States. Therefore there were no pre- 
vious records of immigrants, no regu- 
lations, and no quotas by which the 
authorities could govern their decision 
in regard to Ahmed’s entrance. 

After much red tape, consultation 
with Washington, and investigation of 
Ahmed himself, it was decided to allow 
him to stay, much to Ahmed’s relief 
and joy. 

His first act at Ellis Island was to get 
his money changed to United States 
currency. As he stood at the cashier’s 
window, fumbling awkwardly with the 
strange new money, he inadvertently 
let a bill slip from his fingers to the 


A HMED REHIM was the most 


His ambition was to. 


This story, which goes back over 
thirty years, is based on the testi- 
mony of a missionary given at 
Princeton about a year ago. Sunday 
School Times readers should be in- 
formed that no evangelism or dis- 
tribution of Christian literature is 
permitted in Afghanistan. Readers 
who are interested in that country, 
and would like more information to 
help them in their prayer for it, may 
send requests to the Editor who will 
pass them on to a former mission- 
ary to India who, from time to time, 
issues a printed bulletin on condi- 
tions in Afghanistan. 








floor. A man, standing near, picked 
up the bill, handed it to Ahmed, and 
said, “Sir, you dropped this bill.” 

Ahmed reflected: “I didn’t see the 
bill fall. The man who picked it up 
knew that I hadn’t seen it fall. And 
yet he restored it to me! Such honesty 
is inconceivable in my own country. 
Is this the way they do things in 
America?” 

At last Ahmed was on the mainland, 
walking up Manhattan, all eyes and 
ears and eager for new impressions. 

In a clothing store window he saw a 
sweater, just what he wanted. It was 
marked five dollars. 

“What a queer custom that is,” 
thought Ahmed, “to put a price tag on 
an article!” 

Ahmed had a greater surprise as he 
entered the shop. He indicated the 
sweater he wanted; and was told by the 
salesman: “That sweater is $3.98. We 
have a special sale on sweaters today; 
and it is still so early in the morning 
I haven’t had time to change the price 
tag.” 

Accustomed as he was to Oriental 
bargaining, Ahmed could hardly be- 
lieve his ears. Just to see what the 
clerk would say, Ahmed remarked: “I 
saw the price mark and I came in ex- 
pecting.to pay that amount. I am will- 
ing to pay the five dollars.” 

“But no,” said the clerk. “We can 
accept only $3.98, as that is the price 
for today.” , 

Ahmed was acquiring additional im- 
pressions of the new country; and they 
were marvelous indeed. 

Ahmed resumed his walk up the 
street and came to a ten-cent store, 
which had a display of writing paper 
and envelopes in the window. That 
was something he was going to need. 
After purchasing the stationery he sat 
on a park bench to get better acquainted 
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with his new currency. He saw that in 
making his last purchase he had handed — 
the salesgirl a two-dollar bill, but she 
had returned to him only the right 
change from a one-dollar bill. 

If he had been in his own country he 
would know better than to go back to 
the store and complain; he would be 
put out forcibly with curses. But here, 
how would it be? Out of sheer curi- 
osity, Ahmed decided to return to the 
store; to explain the mistake and see 
what the reaction would be. 

A very polite salesgir] requested him 
to wait a few moments while the cash- 
ier balanced his receipts for the day. 
If there had been a mistake in making 
change, it would be found. Soon she 
returned with the extra dollar and 
proper apologies. She assured him that 
she was glad to rectify the mistake. 

Ahmed, greatly astonished, exclaimed, 
“So this is America! Everybody hon- 
est!” 

He began to look for a reason for his 
discovery, that here in this land every- 
one seemed to be honest. 

“Could it be due to their religion?” 
he asked himself. “America is a Chris- 
tian country. Does Christianity pro- 
dute such honesty? A religion so pow- 
erful should be studied. Not that I 
would ever embrace any religion but 
my own, of course; but surely I must 
become better acquainted with a faith 
that can demand such honesty from its 
followers.” 


An Introduction to Christianity 


As he made his way farther up Man- 
hattan, in the early evening, he came 
upon an outdoor street meeting, spon- 
sored by the Christian and ‘Missionary 
Alliance. When it was over, Ahmed 
stepped up to one of the group and 
asked, “How can I learn about the 
Christian religion?” 

He was invited to be at their taber- 
nacle service the following Sunday, 
when he would be introduced to Dr. 
Turnbull, who was also instructor at 
the Missionary Training Institute in 
Nyack, N. Y., and who was eminently 
well fitted to explain Christianity to 
any inquirer. 

During an interview, held in Dr. 
Turnbull's office on a Sunday, the way 
of salvation was carefully explained to 
Ahmed. Dr. Turnbull invited him to 
test Christianity in action and in all 
sincerity, with no reservations. After 
receiving clear explanations and sym- 
pathetic instruction, Ahmed knelt and 
prayed for himself; avowed repentance 
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for his sins; pled for forgiveness; ac- 
cepted the forgiveness asked for, , 

Ahmed appeared jubilant the follow- 
ing Sunday, at dinner in Dr. Turnbull’s 
house. 

“It works!” he cried. “Christianity 
works! I know, because my heart is 
full of peace and joy! I’ve always had 
dreams of violence. Now my dreams 
are serene. My heart has always been 
black with hatred. I’ve hated my own 
father. Always I’ve wanted to kill peo- 


ple. I’ve wanted to kill my own father. 


“Now my heart is filled with love 
and light and praise to God. What an 
entrance He made! He has made music 
inside me. Peace has settled down on 
my soul. I shall never regret opening 
the door to Christ!” 

Dr. Turnbull knew that Ahmed’s pur- 
pose in coming to the United States 
was to take back new ideas and skills 
to his own country. 

“What have you decided to take with 
you to Afghanistan?” asked Dr. Turn- 
bull. 

“Matches,” .was the ready answer. 

“Yes,” said Dr. Turnbull, “and how 
would you like to take to your people 
the knowledge of electricity?” 

“Oh, that would be splendid!” was 
the enthusiastic reply. 

“And how would you like to take 
Christianity?” asked Dr. Turnbull. 

“Oh, that would be best of all. That 
would be wonderful. But I must study 
all these things first; and where can 
I prepare myself?” 

“There is a Missionary Institute,” said 
Dr. Turnbull, “up at Nyack on the Hud- 
son River, where courses are given to pre- 
pare Christian workers to take the Gos- 
pel of Christ to:other lands. You could 
enroll there and get your preparation.” 

“They would want to kill me if I re- 
turned to Afghanistan with a new re- 
ligion,” said Ahmed. “But I have al- 
most died twice already; once in a 
skirmish with British soldiers, while 
three of us were patroling the border. 
They killed my two companions and 
wounded me; but I whirled my horse 
around and escaped. 

“The other time was when I all but 
froze to death on the western border, 
as I was leaving Afghanistan. So, I 
could risk death once more, for the 
sake of introducing Christianity to my 
country. 

“Would you go with me, Dr. Turn- 
bull? I am a friend of the Amir; I 
would introduce you to him and he 
would love you. I will try it if you 
will go with me.” 

Dr. Turnbull realized that all faith- 
ful Christian and Missionary Alliance 
members had prayed earnestly for many 
years for an opening in closed Afghan- 
istan.. Here, at last, it was proffered by 
an influential native. Such an oppor- 
tunity must not be neglected. Dr. Turn- 
bull looked questioningly at his wife, 
who, in turn, nodded assent. 


meeting in the world. 
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Ahmed visited him in 1925. Vicissi- 
tudes in Dr. Turnbull’s family pre- 
vented him from going to Afghanistan. 
We do know, however, that soon after 
that some influence caused the Amir 
to visit several European capitals; that, 
while in Paris, he removed the veil from 
his wife’s face and purchased the very 
latest Parisian fashions for her. Wher- 
ever he went, instead of paying for 
his extravagant purchases, he blithely 
stated,.“Guest of the Government,” and 
left the governments and his creditors 
to settle as best they could. 
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The Amir returned to his home deter- 
mined to introduce European customs, 
even going to the extreme of decreeing 
that all Afghan men shave off their 
beards: This proved to be too much 
to ask; so the Amir was deposed. His 
successor had been previously a water 
boy, and did not hold office long. Dis- 
satisfaction caused several depositions 
in quick succession. 

But the country had been jolted from 
its lethargy of centuries. 

CoHASSET, Mass. 


The 100th Anniversary of the Fulton Street Meeting 


A noon prayer meeting begun in 1857 which continues to this day 


By JAFFRAY PETERSON, Superintendent 


Mr. Peterson, who is superintendent of the Fulton Street Noon Prayer 
Meeting, will be glad to have any Sunpay Scuoot Times readers who 
are in the vicinity on any business day stop in at the meeting and stay 


as long as they can for the noon hour. 


He has written a booklet 


entitled “The Power and Force of Regular Prayer,” which may be had 
free upon request. His address is 93 Nassau Street, New York 38. 


HE Fulton Street Noon Prayer Meet- 

ing, now operating at 93 Nassau 
Street (at the corner of Fulton), in the 
Wall Street section of the City of New 
York, is the oldest known noon prayer 
It had its in- 
ception on June 18, 1857, and held the 
first meeting at 12 o’clock noon Septem- 
ber 23 of the same year; and within 
less than 200 feet from the spot where 
the meetings are now held. 

Prior to 1857 there were many 
churches, missions, and other religious 
meeting places south of Chambers 
Street, but they had been gradually 
moving uptown (above City Hall) to 
more residential sections, leaving the 
lower part of the city to banking, 
brokerage, and other commercial activ- 
ities; and so, June, 1857, found only four 
churches remaining, and all with very 
small congregations. 

On June 18 the consistory of the Re- 
formed Protestant Dutch Church (one 
of the remaining four), met for a study 
of what could be done to build up their 
congregation south of City Hall. They 
concluded to appoint a committee which 
was to secure a suitable person to act 
as lay missionary. Providence turned 
their eyes and their attention to one 
Jeremiah C. Lamphier, who had never 
been engaged in that kind of work, 
but his reported character led the com- 
mittee to believe he was exactly the 
man they needed. Their belief proved 
to be correct. 

Mr. Lamphier at once discontinued all 
his secular business and entered upon 
his new work on the first day of July, 
1857. The work assigned to him was to 
visit personally living quarters and 
business places in the entire region ly- 
ing around the North Church, to invite 


the adults to attend the regular services 
in the sanctuary, and induce the chil- 
dren to attach themselves to the Sunday 
school, and in all suitable other ways 
win souls to Christ. 

After two months of visitation, the 
new missionary found that there were 
so few families left in the locality that 
little progress in numbers was made. 
The resourceful missionary reasoned, 
even if the families have moved away, 
the workers are here each business 
day; so, we will develop a noon prayer 
meeting and “whosoever will may 
come.” ' 

At first it was to be weekly; but only 
two weekly meetings were held, after 
which it became necessary to change to 
a meeting every business day at the 
noon hour. It was thoroughly under- 
stood at the very outset that the meet- 
ings were in no sense denominational; 
they were purely prayer meetings, de- 
vout souls speaking to God, rather than 
man speaking to man. I think that is 
why the Lord saw fit to bless that hum- 
ble beginning of a movement for prayer 
at the corresponding hour of the day 
when the Lord Jesus hung upon‘ the 
cross with stretched out arms, saying, 
as it were: “Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.” 

The atteridance grew and grew. First 
One room was used, then two, then 
three, and finally the big church audi- 
torium. It also became necessary to 
limit the time of all prayers to five 
minutes;. and later to three minutes, 
then to two minutes. Signs to that 
effect were erected in the meeting place, 
and the one presiding saw to it that 
the limitations were adhered to, so that 
no one would be deprived of the op- 
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Lesson for June 16 


portunity and the desire to pray, to 
speak to the Father. 

The Fulton Street Noon Prayer Meet- 
ing will observe its 100th birthday on 
September 24, 1957. For the entire 100 
years prayers have been going to the 
Throne of Grace each business day and 
the answers received pass understand- 
ing. The one who writes this brief 
history has been blessed with the priv- 
ilege of praying for, and witnessing the 
answers, by way of cures of many 
whom the medical doctors had given 
up (so to speak) because they said and 
believed the cases were hopeless. 

Dr. George H. Dowkontt who was the 
superintendent for forty-one years, and 
went, to be with the Lord on August 14, 
1952, in 1949 wrote: “The influence and 
knowledge of this meeting has been 
world-wide since its inception. Imme- 
diately it became the spring from which 
living streams of revival] blessing have 
issued. In course of time it developed 
into a flood of salvation that has swept 
countless thousands into the Kingdom 
of God throughout this country, and 
later’ many in Europe. Perhaps, in 
its lasting effects, it has never been 
surpassed. Hardly has a reference been 
made, regarding revivals, without a 
statement being included, mentioning 
our Own noon meeting.” Prior to the 
foregoing the doctor wrote: “In reality 
then, the Fulton Street Noon Prayer 
Meeting was the fountainhead of the 
great awakenings of 1857, 1858, and 1859, 
during which it is estimated that many 
hundreds of thousands of persons were 
saved in the widespread revival and 
evangelization of those years; and which 
later leaped over to Great Britain, 
where similar gracious results were ex- 
perienced in a like awakening.” That 
is right. Many sailors, officers, and sea- 
men came to the meetings of the Ful- 
ton Street Noon Prayer Meeting to tes- 
tify how they had received the Lord 
Jesus on their ships in mid-Atlantic. 

Beloved, remember those revivals 
were without choir, without songbooks, 
without a song leader, without publicity, 
and sometimes without a preacher. Yea, 
without radio and without TV. Listen, 
beloved, make no mistake: When proud, 
cold, official, organized Christianity tries 
to quench the free moving of the Holy 
Spirit, God will break out in a new 
place and in a new way. God does not 
blueprint His awakenings in our little 
committee meetings. 

New York. , 

we 


The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1957 


AVE you discovered what a valuable 
tool THe Sunpay ScHoo.t Times In- 
ternational Uniform Lesson List can be 
in your class or school? 
1957 is still available. 


The list for 
Many superin- 
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tendents and teachers have found in 
other years that these lists in the hands 
of each pupil can be a real encourage- 
ment toward lesson preparation at home. 
When used in the regular Sunday school 
sessions instead of lesson leaflets, they 
may stimulate pupils to use the Bible 
itself rather than printed excerpts from 
it. Some superintendents find the list 
convenient to hand to substitute teach- 
ers as a guide for lesson preparation. 
The 1957 Lesson List is once again 
offered in convenient, pocket-size form. 
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It lists all the International Uniform 
Lessons in the year in chronological or- 
der. Over-all lesson titles are given, 
with the Scripture references and 
Golden Texts and devotional readings. 
Specific topics for the various depart- 
ments of the Sunday school are shown. 

Why not order a supply of the 1957 
Lesson List and put them to work? They 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, $2 a 
dozen, or $16 a hundred, from The Sun- 
day Schoo] Times Company, 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5. 








A Children’s 


Day Acrostic 


A Scripture verse exercise for Juniors 


HEN we held Children’s Day ex- 

ercises for our group of twenty-six 
children who were to be promoted to 
the Junior Department, we wanted each 
child to take some part. So we chose 
an acrostic with twenty-six letters in 
it. The theme was chosen from Mat- 
thew 18:3, “Except ye be as little chil- 
dren.” 

Each child carried a card showing 
the initial letter of the verse he was 
to recite. Different colors were chosen for 
these cards to emphasize the acrostic. 
For example, all the cards used to make 
the word “except” were orange; “ye” 
were red-orange; “be” were blue; “as” 
were yellow; “little” were light green; 
and “children” were pink. 


E ven a child is known by his doings 
(Prov. 20:11). 

X alt ye the Lord our God, and worship 
at his footstool; for he is holy (Psa. 
99:5). 

C hrist Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners; of whom I am chief (1 
Tim. 1:15). 

E very day will I bless thee;‘and I will 
praise thy name for ever and ever 
(Psa. 145:2). 

P roving what is acceptable unto the 
Lord (Eph, 5:10). 

T hy word have I hid in mine heart that 
I might not sin against thee (Psa. 
119:11). 


Y e that love the Lord, hate evil (Psa. 
97:10). 

E very word of God 
30:5). 


is pure (Prov. 


B ehold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world (John 
1:29). 

E nter into his gates with thanksgiving, 
and into his courts with praise (Psa. 
100: 4). 


A ll we like sheep have gone astray 
(Isa. 53:6). 

S eek ye the Lord while he may be 
found (Isa, 55:6). 


By EDITH M. GARVIN 

L ook unto me, and be ye saved, all 
the ends of the earth (Isa. 45:22). 

I have loved thee with an everlasting 
love (Jer. 31:3). 

T hanks be unto God for his unspeak- 
able gift (2 Cor. 9:15). 

T he entrance of thy words giveth light 
(Psa. 119: 130). 

L et your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is 
in heaven (Matt. 5:16). 

E very good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above, and cometh down 
from the Father of lights (Jas. 1:17). 


C hildren, obey your parents in the 
Lord (Eph, 6:1). 

H e giveth power to the faint; and to 
them that have no might (Isa. 
40:29). 

I f ye shall ask any thing in my name, 
I will do it (John 14:14). 

L ead me in thy truth, and teach me: 
for thou art the God of my salva- 
tion (Psa, 25:5). 

D epart from evil, and do good (Psa. 
37:27). 

R ejoice in the Lord alway: and again 
I say, Rejoice (Phil. 4:4). 

E ven so it is not the will of your Father 
which is in heaven, that one of these 
little ones should perish (Matt. 
18: 14). 

N either is there salvation in any other: 
for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved (Acts 4:12). 


After each child in turn had stepped 
forward and recited his verse, the 
superintendent explained in simple lan- 
guage that the children could under- 
stand that we have to become as little 
children, by faith believing on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, receive Him in our hearts, 
and accept Him as our own personal 
Saviour, and trust Him to keep us day 
by day. 

GLENSIDE, Pa. 














Sensational Series Coming in the Next Quarter 


Scripturally sound articles on timely topics which Sunday School Times readers 


will not want to miss 








Demonology 


Qh, the road to En-dor is the oldest road 
And the craziest road of all! 
Straight it runs to the Witch's abode, 
As it did in the days of Saul, 
And nothing has changed of the sorrow 
"in store 
For such as go down on the road to 
En-dor! 
—Rudyard Kipling. 
Can a Christian be demon-possessed? 


Is it possible to communicate with the 
dead? 

Should a Christian attend seances, 
consult mediums, use the ouija board? 

Are demon-possession and insanity 
identical? 


How can demons be cast out? 


Do real.Christians ever become en- 
snared in spiritism? 





Edwin J. Tharp 





All these and many other questions 
related to the subject of demonology 
are dealt with in a series of four arti- 
cles by Edwin J. Tharp, F.R.G.S., one 
of the Brethren who has had long 
experience as a missionary in China. 
He says there are different types 
of demons and evil spirits: religious, 
lying, unclean, ferocious; and they have 
the ability to express themselves 
through the human voice. He describes 
his experience in 1905 with some Chris- 
tian officers from a British gunboat, 
when he took them into a Buddhist 
temple and they prayed together against 
the power of Satan. They disrupted 
the prayers in unison of the Buddhist 
priests and were immediately ordered 
to leave. 

“Time and again I have been asked 
if demons can possess a truly born-again 
child of God,” writes Mr. Tharp. In 
this series he gives his answer at some 
length, and illustrates his points from 
Scripture and experience. His opinions 
are valuable and will be helpful to 
Times readers, for this problem is be- 
ing raised again today. 

Mr. Tharp quotes frequently from 
Old and New Testament Scriptures to 
support his points, and he includes illus- 
trations from other countries besides 
China. His articles are very readable, 
thoroughly interesting, contain whole- 
some and needed warnings, and give 
light from the Scriptures on the mys- 
terious subject of demonology. 


The Growing Influence of Rome 


During the next quarter THe SuNpDAy 
ScHoo. TrmeEs will publish four articles 


by Oliver W. Price, Th.M., a graduate 
of Dallas Theological Seminary and 
director of the Bible Lovers’ League, 
on the dangers of church union and the 
sinister influence of the Catholic Church. 
These ‘are: 


1. The Strange Alliance Against God 
and His Christ 


2. Which Is the True Church? 


3. Does the Road to Church Union Lead 
to Rome? 


4. Can the Invisible 
Visible Results? 


These articles by Mr. Price will serve 
both as warnings to Christians who 
may. be getting lax in their views and 
fellowship, and an encouragement to 
those who are shining “as lights in the 
world; holding forth the word of life,” 
and standing by the Old Faith. 


Church Produce 














The Authentic Story of the Auca Massacre 


The long-awaited book giving the full account of the killing of the five young mission- 
aries on January 8, 1956, in Ecuador is being published this month (at $3.75) by Harper & 
Brothers, New York. Written by one of the widows, Elisabeth Elliot, it is entitled: 


“Through Gates of Splendor” 


This sensational book, containing 256 pages and including 64 pages of photographs, may 
be obtained, without money cost, by sending five new 13-weeks subscriptions at $1 each 
($1.10 in U.S.A. dollars in Canada, the difference being due to postage and rate of exchange) 
to the TIMES. (One copy of the book will be given for each group of five new 13-weeks sub- 
scriptions.) Here is a fine opportunity for subscribers to make the TIMES known to their 
friends, either by persuading them to subscribe for this period or sending them gift subscrip- 
tions. All of the above important articles will be included in a 13-weeks subscription begin- 
ning June 29. Subscriptions should be sent at once to— 


395 N. Thiteonh St. The Sunday School Times fompany Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 11. JUNE 16. JOSEPH, A FAVORITE SON ° 


‘ Genésis 37; printed text, verses 3-8, 23, 24, 28, 31-34 


Golden Text.—A\nd be ye kind one to another, 


, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake 


tenderhearted 
hath forgiven you.—Eph. 4:32 


Tae Kinc JaMes VERSION 

Gen. 37:3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his 
children, because he was the son of his old age: and he 
made him a coat of many colours. 

4 And when his brethren saw that their father loved 
him more than all his brethren, they hated him, and could 
not speak peaceably unto him. 

5 And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it his 
brethren: and they hated him yet the more. 

6 And he said unto them, Hear, I pray you, this dream 
which I have dreamed: 

7 For, behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and, 
lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and, behold, 
your sheaves stood round about, and made obeisance to 


24 And they took him, and cast him into a pit: and the 
pit was empty, there was no water in it. 

28 Then there passed by Midianites merchantmen; and 
they drew and lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and sold 
Joseph to the Ishmeeites for twenty pieces of silver: and 
they brought Joseph into Egypt. 

31 And they took Joseph’s coat, and killed a kid of the 
goats, and dipped the coat in the blood; 

32 And they sent the coat of many colours, and they 
brought it to their father; and said, This have we found: 
know now whether it be thy son’s coat or no. 





my sheaf, 


8 And his brethren said to him, Shalt thou indeed reign 
over us? or shalt thou indeed have dominion over us? 
they hated him yet the more for his dreams, and for his 


words. 


23 And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his 
brethren, that they stript Joseph out of his coat, his coat 


of many colours that was on him; 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 
O RELATIONSHIPS are so close, 
so precious, and so tender as 
those of the home, When they 
are what they ought to be, they lend 
a nobility and a strength and a mean- 
ing to the whole of life such as can be 
derived from no other earthly source. 
On the other hand, these very relation- 
ships are exposed to influences and 
forces which can sweep away, as in a 
flood, all the joy and satisfaction and 
sweetness, and leave home a ruin. No 
one can play fast and loose with the 
home ties and expect home to continue 
furnishing moral resources, or to supply 
the nectar of life. 

The Bible does not hide the weak- 
nesses in the home life of some of its 
great characters, nor does it fail to pre- 
sent the effects of those weaknesses. 
We have already seen how the rival 
affections of isaac and Rebekah for Esau 
and Jacob broke the harmony of that 
home and severed Jacob from it for 
twenty years or more. This week we 
look into Jacob’s home, and again we 
see weaknesses which wrought havoc 


-with the peace and tranquillity of the 


home and brought years of sorrow and 
anguish. 

A few nights ago several of us were 
driving home from Moody Bible Insti- 


33 And he knew it, and said, It is my son’s coat; an evil 


And : 
pieces. 


beast hath devoured him; Joseph is without doubt rent in 


34 And Jacob rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon 


his loins, and mourned for his son many. days. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


International Council of Religious Education. 


tute in Chicago when we witnessed a 
police raid. The newspapers of the fol- 
lowing day carried the story. It was a 
“stag party.” A considerable group of 
men (not “skid row” denizens by any 
means!) had paid a considerable sum for 
a night’s entertainment of an indecent, 
lewd sort. The police wagons were 
herding them off to jail. It was a crime 
against their homes, their wives, and 
their children. How far-reachimg the 
effects of that one night of indecent 
fun may be, in broken homes and hearts 
and lives, we cannot know. 

Only as true godliness reigns can the 
sanctity and the security of the home 
be maintained. Only then can our great 
song of the home have meaning— 


"Mid pleasures and palaces though we 


may roam, 
Be it ever so humble, there’s no place 
like home; 
A charm from the skies seems to hallow 
us there, 


Which, seek through the world, is ne’er 
met with elsewhere. 
—John Howard Payne. 


Verse by Verse 

Gen. 37:3.—“. . . Israel loved Joseph 
more than all his children .. . made 
him a coat of many colours.” The favo- 
ritism which caused such havoc in 
Isaac’s household is now practiced in 
Jacob’s, with disastrous results. Joseph 
was the eleventh of the twelve sons, 
if the order in Genesis 30 is chronolog- 
ical. He was the first-born of Rachel, 


the favorite wife. The coat was long 
(to the ankles) and had long sleeves 
such as noblemen wore. 

Verse 4—“, . . his brethren .. . hated 
him, and could not speak peaceably 
unto him.” The reaction of the brothers 
was jealousy, unconcealed in their treat. 
ment of Joseph. 

Verse 5.—“. . . Joseph dreamed ... 
and he told it his brethren: and they 
hated him yet the more.” Joseph was' 
quite ingenuous, and related ‘his dreams 
when expediency would have dictated 
silence. We can hardly believe that he 
deliberately told them in order to rile 
them. 


Verses 6, 7.—“... Hear .. . this dream 
. . we were binding sheaves in the 
field ... your sheaves .. . made obei- 


sance to my sheaf.” The meaning of 
the dream was obvious. They were 
settled enough to raise crops as well as 
to rear cattle. 

Verse 8—*“. . . Shalt thou indeed 
reign over us? .. . hated him yet the 
more...” The brothers saw the point 
of the dream, and resented it. They 
did not accept it as from God. 

Verses 12-22 tell of Joseph’s search 
for his brothers and of Reuben’s attempt 
to save him from the murderous in- 
tent of the others. As the oldest, Reu- 
ben had ‘special responsibility toward 
their father. 

Verse 23.—*. . . they stript Joseph out 
of his coat...” The special coat was 
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as “a red rag to a bull,” distinguishing 
Joseph as the “nobleman” among them, 
so they went to the trouble of strip- 
ping him of it, indicating their revolt 
at his being their lord. 

Verse 24—“. . . cast him into a pit 

.. empty...” This was a dry well. 
It was then the dry season, when only 
spring-fed wells had water. 

Verses 25-27 tell of Judah’s “bright” 
idea to make something out of Joseph 
by selling him rather than killing him 
with no profit to themselves. 

Verse 28.—“. .. they drew . . . Joseph 
out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the 
Ishmeelites . : .” The Ishmaelites, the 
Midianites, and the Medanites (v, 36, 
Heb.) were all descendants of Abraham 
and engaged in merchandise, traveling 
the great trade routes. Probably there 
were representatives of all three tribes 
in this caravan. 

Verses 29,30 describe Reuben’s distress 
at finding Joseph gone. Apparently the 
transaction was effected in his absence. 

Verse 31.—“And they .. . killed a kid 

. and dipped the coat in the blood.” 
The coat, which represented Joseph’s 
likely appointment to the place of the 
first-born, is now degraded. This was, 


(8) * 


of course, to simulate the blood of 
Joseph, 

Verse 32—*“. . . brought it to their 
father ... this have we found ... thy 
son’s coat .. .” Apparently Reuben con- 


sented to the deception as the. easiest 
way out of the dilemma. Notice how 
they let Jacob be the judge of the coat. 
Verse 33.—“. . . my son’s coat; an evil 
beast hath devoured him .. .” Having 
no scientific method of testing the blood, 
Jacob accepted the evidence of appear- 
ance, and drew his hasty and false con- 
clusion—just as the sons wanted him to 
do. This effectively checked any inten- 
tion of Jacob to make Joseph the first- 
barn. 
Verse 34.—“And Jacob rent his clothes 
: . and mourned for his son many 
days.” Think of the hypocrisy of the 
sons in trying to comfort their father 
in the grief which they themselves had 
caused! (v. 35.) 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Two reasons are given for the hatred 
which Joseph’s brothers entertained 
toward him—the favor in which he was 
held by their father, and Joseph’s 
dreams. 

Jacob made no attempt to hide his 
strong preference for Joseph. This in 
itself is a bad thing in a family, and 
makes for dissension and strife. But 
the manner in which Joseph showed his 
favor aggravated the situation still 
more. Joseph, being the eleventh of 
the twelve sons, was given by his father 
a garment after the pattern of those 
worn by noblemen who were exempt 
from manual work. It was but a step 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


10. June 9.—Brothers Reconciled. 
Genesis 29 to 33 


Next Week’s Lesson 


12. June 23.—God’s Steadfast Love. 
Genesis 39 to 41 








from that to bestowing upon Joseph the 
rights of the first-born, with patriarchal 
rule over his ten older brothers. This 
anticipation they resented. 

Joseph’s dreams, and his freedom in 
telling them, did not help matters. Now 
it is true that his dreams turned out to 
be prophetic; and, in the light of the 
whole story, we are apt to construe them 
as sent from God. But we should not 
overlook the human element. No.doubt 
Joseph was a commanding figure, even 
at seventeen, and not only so, but had 
his daydreams of being some day a 
great man. The gift of his father cer- 
tainly encouraged the thought, and the 
dreams of the night only reflected the 
dreams of the day. The simplicity of 
Joseph's telling the dreams did not hide 
the youth’s belief that so it would be, 
and the resentment of the brothers 
knew no bounds. 

All this does not justify the attitude 
of the ten. Envy and hatred and mur- 
derous intent are never justified. At 
worst they could‘have regarded Joseph 
as the father’s baby and somewhat 
“stuck” on himself, and a little frater- 
nal “razzing’” would have done him no 
harm. At best they should have dis- 
cerned that Joseph was an unusual 
youth with tremendous potential, and 
given him all the encouragement of 
which brotherly love was capable. 

Reuben, it must be said, while doubt- 
less sharing the resentment of the 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


OW many wives had Jacob, and 
who were they? 

2. Why did Jacob have children by 
Bilhah and Zilpah? 

3. What was the effect of plural wives 
in the home of Jacob? 

4. Who was the mother of Joseph? 

5. Where did Joseph stand in ,the or- 
der of Jacob’s sons? 

6. What first stirred the envy and the 
hatred of Joseph’s brothers against him? 

7. How did Joseph himself fan the 
flame of their hatred? 

8. What did Jacob’s treatment of 
Joseph seem to anticipate? 

9. Which of the brothers made an at- 
tempt to rescue Joseph from the designs 
of the others? 

10. Which of the brothers suggested 
selling Joseph rather than killing him? 


(Answers on page 445) 
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others, did not allow it to stir murder 
in his heart. He had a sense of re- 
sponsibility for the youth, and, although 
he stood to lose the place of first-born 
to Joseph, made a good attempt to save 
the lad. Howéver, when the others sold 
Joseph, Reuben, after a preliminary 
protest, joined them in the act of de- 
ception, presenting the coat stained 
with goat’s blood to Jacob as “evidence” 
that Joseph had been killed by a wild 
beast. Thus he made himself party to 
their need. We share the condemna- 
tion of sinners when we join ourselves 
to them. 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. Joseph, the son beloved of his father 


(Gen. 37:2-4) 

2. Joseph, the son destined to rule (vs. 
§-11) 

3. Joseph, the son sent to minister (vs. 
12-17) 


4. Joseph, the son rejected by his breth- 
ren (vs. 18-28) # 

5. Joseph, the son bemoaned by his 
father (vs. 29-35) 


Topics for Development 

Retribution. When Jacob was a 
young man, he deceived his father. 
When he was an old man he was de- 
\ceived by his sons. He decéived his 
father with a garment—Esau’s. He 
was deceived with a garment—Joseph’s. 
He deceived his father with goat meat 
and goat’s skin. He was deceived with 
goat’s blood. The question at stake in 
his act of deception was the patriarchal 
succession. The question at stake in his 
being deceived was likewise the patri- 
archal succession. Even God's elect, 
in whom His purposes are wrought out, 
are not exempt from the fruit of their 
deeds. And in no relation is this retri- 
bution more seen than in family rela- 
tionships. It seems almost like a neme- 
sis which follows from generation to 
generation. “Be not deceived; God is 
not mocked: for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap” (Gal. 
6:7). 

Envy. Envy is a bitter thing. It can 
lead to unspeakable atrocities and base 
injustices. And it is completely irra- 
tional. Jacob’s blatant favoritism was 
indeed an enormous mistake, but what 
wrong had Joseph done to his brothers? 
Why should he have been hated for the 
coat which his father gave him? He 
had not stolen it or secured it by guile. 
As for the dreams, what harm did they 
do? They could have been the subject 
of some good-natured teasing; or, if the 
brothers had been really magnanimous, 
they could have said, “Well, kid, you 
show yourself to be the best man among 
us, and we’ll show you that we can be 
good servants.” As it was, their envy 
did not better them any, but made them 
worse men, murderers and liars; and it 
did not keep Joseph from the place of 
leadership. Indeed, their final bowing 
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Lesson for June 16 


down to Joseph was far more servile 
and humiliating than it ever would 
have been if they had acted nobly and 
generously. 


Golden Text ‘ 

Eph, 4:32.—‘And be ye kind ... ten- 
derhearted, forgiving . . . as God for 
Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” This 
text would be very appropriate for a 
later scene when Joseph so freely for- 
gave his brothers for alt the wrongs 
they had done to him’ (Gen. 45:4-15; 
50:15-21)—a feeble type of our Lord’s 
forgiveness. The forgiveness so freely 


bestowed upon us, yet at such cost to’ 


Him, should make us humbly and 
gladly ready to forgive one another. 


ELmMuurst, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTeD HyMNS 
“Fairest Lord Jesus” 

“In Loving Kindness Jesus Came” 

“Saviour, While My Heart Is Tender” 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father in Heaven, receive our 
thanks for Thy Word and the light and 
truth shining from its pages. Open our 
eyes to see wondrous things out of Thy 
Book today. Draw our hearts to Thy- 
self in strong and pure devotion. 
Cleanse us from every unworthy 
thought and help us to please Thee in 
word and deed. Give us wisdom for 
life’s problems, strength for its duties, 
patience for its trials, and victory over 
its temptations. Make us Christlike and 
help us to win others to our Lord. 
Draw the unsaved to the Saviour ‘and 
deepen the work Thou hast already 
done in those who are Thine. Relieve 
the distress of those who suffer and are 
in any trouble. Guide and bless those 
who seek to lighten the load of the 
burdened. Give peace in our time and 
bring the victory of Christ in all the 

earth, for His sake we pray. Amen. 
After the Lesson.—It may have been 
unwise for Jacob to give to Joseph that 
princely costume, but it must have 
meant that: Jacob saw Joseph as the 
most fit of all his sons to succeed him 
as head of God’s chosen family. Also, 
the envy of the brothers shows they 
knew Joseph to be better and in some 


YOU BELONG TO GOD 
TURN TODAY 

way superior to themselves and that his 
dreams could have some meaning. Cer- 
tainly at seventeen Joseph was superior 
to his brothers in character. That is 
what made him take to his father the 
evil report of his brothers. He was not 
doing it as a telltale mischief-maker. 
He did it to head off mischief. He saw 
the doings of his brothers to be giving 
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the family a bad name and putting the 
entire household into danger. Concern 
for the family honor and for its safety, 
too, led Joseph to tell his father things 
he needed to know as the head of the 
family. All this shows Joseph was not 
one to run with his brothers in their 
evil doings but one who feared God 
and lived uprightly. 

We may be sure that this nobler char- 
acter of Joseph had developed throu 
responding in early life to the truth 
that his father Jacob had told him about 
God and His plans for this family. It 
was to take years before God could 
reach the consciences and the hearts of 
Joseph’s older brothers, but by the age 
of seventeen Joseph had come to know 
and to heed God. And it can be the 
same with you boys and girls here to- 
day. The fact that you are here shows 
that God has brought wholesome and 
Christian teaching and influence to bear 
on you in your youth. Are you re- 
sponding to it all as you should? Have 
you given your heart to the Lord? If 
not, then do so even now as we sing, 
“Saviour, while my heart is tender, I 
would yield that heart to Thee.” 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 
bd 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Now Israel loved Joseph .. .” (Gen. 
37:3).—The Lord Jesus said of the Old 
Testament Scriptures, “They are they 
which testify of me” (John 5:39). And 
on that resurrection-day walk to Em- 
maus, He expounded to the two dis- 
ciples, “in all the scriptures the things 
concerning himself” (Ibuke 24:27). So, 
as we read the Old Testament, we must 
expect to find “things concerning him- 
self.” And where is there even a boy 
preacher who has not found such things 
in the history of Joseph! 

Joseph was the beloved son of Israel, 
and the Lord Jesus is the beloved Son 
of His Father. “The Father loveth the 
Son, and hath given all things into his 
hand” (John 3:35). “For the Father 
loveth the Son, and sheweth him all 
things .. .” (John 5:20). In Colossians 
1:13 He is called “his dear Son,” or, 
“the Son of his love,” as the margin 
puts it. The love of the Father to the 
Son is an eternal love. The Son said 
to the Father, “Thou lovedst me before 
the foundation of the world” (John 
17: 24). 

“ .. he made him a coat of many 
colours” (Gen. 37:3).—This garment 
would distinguish Joseph from all his 
brethren. Only persons of high stand- 
ing wore garments of many colors. 
(See Judges 5:30; 2 Sam. 13:18.) That 
was the way Israel chose to honor his 
son. 


The Father in Heaven chose another 
way to honor His Son on earth. At His 
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birth there was the angel of the Lord 
to announce it, and a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God. A bit later 
the Wise Men from the East came to 
worship Him and to offer their gifts to 
Him. At His baptism the heavens were 
opened, the Holy Spirit descended like 
a dove and lighted upon Him, and the 
Father said, “This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 
3:17). On the Mount of Transfigura- 
tion the Father bore the same testi- 
mony to His Son. At the time of His 
death, the earth was wrapped in dark- 
ness, a great earthquake occurred, rocks 
rent asunder, graves were opened, and 
many bodies of the saints which slept 
arose! When the Roman centurion saw 
what was done, he glorified God, say- 
ing, “Certainly this was a righteous 
man.” 

An English tutor was given the re- 
sponsibility of educating a young, high- 
spirited, and independent crown prince 
of France. One morning the tutor pro- 
duced a purple rosette, which he fast- 
ened upon the jacket of the prince, ex- 
plaining it was the royal color; it was 
to be worn as an evidence of his regal 
station. 

Different methods have been taken, 
and different means used to honor cer- 
tain persons, but the Son of God was 
the most distinguished person in the 
world’s history. 


“... his brethren... hated him... .” 
(Gen. 37:4).—A beloved and honored 
person is bound to be hated by someone, 
because human hearts are filled with 
envy and jealousy. The Lord Jesus was 
absolutely perfect, yet speaking pro- 
phetically, He said, “They that hate me 
without a cause are more than the hairs 
of mine head” (Psa. 69:4). 

“There is no faculty of the human 
soul so persistent,” said Beecher, “as 
that of hatred. There are hatreds of 
race, hatreds of sect, social and personal 
hatreds. If thoughts of hatred were 
thunder and lightning, there would be 
a storm over the whole earth all the 
year round.” 

“... Shalt thou indeed reign over us?” 
(Gen, 37:8.)—Joseph did not interpret 
his own dreams; but his brethren did 
it for him. They correctly interpreted 
the dreams to signify that Joseph was 
to be an exalted personage—one to 


‘whom dominion over them would be 


given. This served to intensify their 
hatred of him. Their interpretation was 
correct. Joseph had to tread the path 
of suffering before he was exalted. And 
so did our Lord. He is exalted in 
Heaven now (Phil. 2:9), and shall be 
exalted on earth later (Rev, 19:16). 


“And they took him, and cast him 
into a pit .. .” (Gen. 37:24).—Joseph 


knew the feeling of being rejected and 
cast out by his own brethren. They 
virtually said, “We will not have this 
man to reign over us” (cf. Gen. 37:20; 
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Luke 19:14). Our Lord knew what it 
was to be hated and cast out by His 
earthly brethren (Mark 12:8). He went 
into actual death for us and for our sins, 
«= .. they... sold Joseph ... for 
twenty pieces of silver .. .” (Gen. 37: 
28).—Joseph was- but a youth and his 
sale brought only twenty pieces of sil- 
ver. The Lord Jesus was a man, and 
was sold for thirty pieces of silver 
(Matt. 26:15). “Only the price of a 
slave (Exod. 21:32), but it was the 
priestly value of the Holy One of God.” 
. and killed a kid of the goats . 
(Gen, 37:31.-—There was a former act 
of deception in which lids of the goats 
were used and in which Jacob played 
a leading role (Gen. 27:16). Now a 
kid of the. goats is being used to de- 
ceive him. “Whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap” (Gal. 6:7). 


Wawona, CALIF. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, I am glad we are hav- 
ing three lessons on Joseph’s life, 
beginning today. It is a fascinating 
story, filled with thrilling adventures. 
This young fellow had such a full and 
such a successful life that three sessions 


of study will be all too brief. We can 
touch only the high spots. Of all the 
Old Testament characters I {believe 


Joseph ranks highest in those fine qual- 
ities that any young fellow would do 
well to imitate. Not by any means per- 
fect was he. We have already seen how 
God’s Word faithfully exposes the evil 
that existed in His choicest servants; 
and while the Bible presents noble ex- 
amples for us to follow, it also reveals 
the natural evil in every man, that we 
may be warned what to avoid. 

So let us in this first of the three les- 
sons search the record for Joseph’s 
faults. True, they are few—only two 
that I can find, but they are well worth 
considering. In the next two lessons 
we will look at his virtues. 

Joseph’s ten older brothers were shep- 
herds, tending their father’s flocks, and 
Joseph worked with them some of the 
time, though he was only seventeen 
years old at the time our story begins. 
Genesis 37:2 says that “Joseph brought 
unto his father their evil report.” We 
will not call him a tattletale, because 
we do not know what the “evil report” 
was, nor whether his father questioned 
him urgently, or if he was conscien- 
tiously moved to report on his brothers. 
But it was unfortunate, for his brothers 
evidently knew that Joseph was telling 
on them, and it made them hate him. 
They knew that Joseph was their 


father’s favorite, so much so that he 
wore “a coat of many colours” as a 
special mark of favor. That alone 


should have caused Joseph to be par- 
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ticularly careful not to parade himself 
before them. Indeed, I think Joseph 
would better have left that coat off 
when he would be in their presénce. 
If you are more fortunate in some way 
than your schoolmates or the fellows 
you go with—maybe have better clothes, 
a finer bicycle, or more elaborate sports 
equipment, be wise enough not to strut. 
It does not make friends. But manage 
to share in some way your good for- 
tune with the others, and talk softly— 
don’t brag. 

But Joseph made a still worse mis- 


take. He had a most remarkable dream, 


and dreams in those times were re- 
garded as very important—even pro- 
phetic; certainly Joseph’s dreams were, 
for in his later experience they were 
fulfilled almost literally. His mistake 
was in telling his dream to his brothers. 
See him standing before them in his 
coat of many colors, and hear him say: 
“Hear, I pray you, this dream which I 
have dreamed: for, behold, we were 
binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, my 
sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and, 
behold, your sheaves stood round about, 
and made obeisance to my sheaf. And 
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his brethren said to him, Shall thou 
indeed reign over us...7? And they 
hated him yet the more for his dreams, 
and for his words.” 

Worse yet, Joseph had another dream, 
even more exalting; and he told that 
also to his brothers. “Behold,” he said, 
“I have dreamed a dream more; and, 
behold, the sun and the moon and the 
eleven stars made obeisance to me. And 
he told it to his father . . . and his 
father rebuked him, and said unto him, 
What is this dream that thou hast 
dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and 
thy brethren indeed come to bow down 
ourselves to thee to the earth?” 

When we read of Joseph’s wonderful 
life we cannot but wonder how he 
could have been so foolish, even in his 
youth. 

But, fellows, all this was working 
into God’s plan for Joseph, as we shall 
see. We cannot fullf understand it, 
but there it is in the record. It is a 
clear warning to you and me to keep 
humble. Joseph’s brothers first cast 
him into a pit, after stripping him of 
his coat. Some of them wanted to kill 
him. But when a band of Ishmaelites 
came along on their way down to Egypt 
they sold him to them as a slave. Then 
they dipped his coat into the blood of 
a goat and showed it to their old father 
Jacob, leaving him to his own con- 
clusion that Joseph had been devoured 
by beasts. 

“Lo, all these things worketh God 
oftentimes with man, to bring back his 
soul from the pit, to be enlightened with 
the light of the living” (Job 33:29, 30). 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


“ 
My Class of Girls 


By Vivien D. Gunderson 


HEN I ask the first question on 

“The Creation” card, I would like 
the girl on my right to answer it. Then 
she may ask the girl on her right the 
second question. When, that girl has 
given the answer, she should ask the 
next girl Question 3, and so on around 
the class. Fine. This morning we learn 
No. 8. Question: “Who made us?” 
Answer: “Know ye that the Lord he is 
God: it is he that hath made us, and 
not we ourselves” (Psa. 100:3). 

Last Sunday we read how Laban 
tricked Jacob into marrying Leah, after 
he. had worked seven years to get 
Rachel. Then, instead of apologizing he 
told Jacob he could marry Rachel as 
soon as Leah’s wédding festivities were 
over, if he agreed to work another seven 
years for nothing! Jacob did; and during 
the next seven years Leah had several 
sons, but Rachel had no children. She 
prayed for a son, and God sent her 
Joseph about the time Jacob’s fourteen 
years were finished. Jacob wanted to 
go back to Canaan then, but Laban per- 
suaded him: to work longer, this time 
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for a share of his livestock. So Jacob 
did not start back to Canaan till Joseph 
was six years old. 

Last Sunday we also learned how God 
warned Laban not to harm Jacob, and 
also how Jacob and Esau were recon- 
ciled. Later, Jacob went back to Bethel, 
where ‘God had spoken to him long be- 
fore, on his first night away from home; 
and there he built an altar unto the 
Lord. 

As Jacob and his family journeyed 
between Bethel and Bethlehem, Rachel 
died, leaving a baby—Benjamin, as well 
as the boy Joseph. Rachel’s death was 
a great sorrow to Jacob. Motherless 
Joseph was precious to his father’s 
heart. But we can tell from the story 
of his life that his father did not spoil 


* (11) 443 





4 


“$0 oe tel 











The needs” of oppressed Jews and 
Hebrew Christians in many lands are 2 
! simple — and urgent. They are food, cloth- 
ing, medicine for the sick, financial help 
to widows and orphans, furnished by your 
- generosity; and the Gospel of salvation, 
‘ brought by a dedicated team of mission- 
aries throughout America, Israel, Europe, 
and India. Only your prayers and interest 
maintain this ministry. 

r Write for a free copy of our \ 
‘ ‘magazine: ISRAEL MY, GLORY 


* THE’ FRIENDS OF’ ISRAEL 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 

Rev. Victor Buksbazen, General Secretary 

728-S Witherspoon Building, Phila. 7, Pa... 











Children—Greatest in the Kingdom! 


New Orphanage and tuition-free 
Mission Day Schools, reaching 300 
refugee children in Hong Kong. 
Two Homes in the Holy Land— 
Beirut, Lebanon, and Ramallah, 
Jordan. 


Write for Information 
HOME OF ONESIPHORUS 











3939 N. Hamlin Ave. Dept 15 Chicago 18, Illinois 





McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search a complete set of the 
original 1879 McGuffey’s Readers fos Enally b been lo- 
cated, and reprints of these grand old readers have now 
been completed. Each reader is custom from 
plates mood }. ne 1879 revised edition . . . same 


and binding. ow purchase exact copies 
q these famous rea bey = ‘ollowing low prices: 
First Reader - ~- $2.25 Fourth Reader - - $3.25 
Second Reader 2.50 Fifth Reader- - + 3.50 
Third Reader - - 2.75 SixthReader - - 375 


We pay the postage on all orders! 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SY-68, Rowan, lowa 





DIGHIFIED REWARDING 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE 


Full or Part Time in Your 
Own Community. Write 
Today for Full Particulars. 


24th Edition 





BEAUTIFUL 
VOLUMES 
4100 fascinating 
large size " 
over 900 illustra- 
tions many in full 
color, plus Bible 
maps, helpful 
notes and com- 
dictionary of Bible 
ne 
names. Bible T: 
in beloved ‘King 
























@ Substantial year ‘round earnings PLUS regular monthly bonuses. 
@ A business of your own—no money invested. 


@ No competition—enthusiastically endorsed by religious and 
educational leaders. 


@ Expert training—previous selling experience unnecessary. 


Mail Coupon Now—Give Experience 





James version == 
with glossary Gentiemen: 


of obsolete , 
words .and am interested 
x in your offer. 








free booklet 
“Opportunity Plus." 









tt ee ett mete Address — 





\Zone___. State 








JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY INC. cuicaco's, titinois 








444 (12) * 


him. When he was seventeen years old 

he tended his father’s sheep with his 

older brothers. They did wrong things 

and he told his father about them, thus 
earning their ill will. 


Read Genesis 37:3, 4. What other rea- , 


son made Joseph’s brothers dislike him? 
(His father gave him a coat of many 
colors.) Yes, that was proof that he 
was the favorite son. After that, his 
brothers were so jealous that they could 
not speak peaceably to him. Read 
verses 5-8. They became still more 
angry at Joseph’s dreams, which indi- 
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G 
' cated that he would be the greatest 


of them. 

Soon after this, Joseph’s brothers took 
the flocks and herds farther from home 
to find better pastures. When they had 
been gone some time, Jacob told Joseph 
to go to see how they were getting on. 
Joseph must not have told his father 
how hateful they were to him. If Jacob 
had realized how much  Joseph’s 
brothers hated him, he would not have 
sent him all alone to seek them. Joseph’s 
silence about their treatment of him 
shows what a nice disposition he had. 
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He had told his father about their 
wrongdoing when tending the cattle 
knowing that his father ought to be 
informed about this. But their hate- 
fulness to him, he had endured silently. 
And when his father told him to go to 
see how his brothers were getting on, 
Joseph went immediately. 

Read Genesis 37:23, 24, 28. Now that 
the brothers had Joseph in their power, 
they stripped him of his beautiful coat 
and cast him into a deep pit, while 
they ate lunch. All of them wanted to 
kill him excepting his oldest brother, 
Reuben. But when they saw a cara- 
van passing on its way to Egypt, they 
decided it was better to sell him for a 
slave and make two pieces of silver 
(about $1.50) apiece on the deal. 

Verses 31-34 tell how cruelly Jacob 
was deceived for the second time. He 
had been deceived on his wedding day, 
and now he is deceived about his pre- 
cious boy. God’s Word says, “Whatso- 
ever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap” (Gal. 6:7). Jacob had sowed 
seeds of deceit long before, pretending 
to be Esau. Here he reaps more of the 
harvest. The harvest is always greater 
in amount than the seed sown. How 
important to sow seeds of honesty and 
kindness instead of deceit and mean- 
ness! 

Today’s lesson ends with Jacob sor- 
rowfully mourning for Joseph in the 
land of Canaan, while Joseph is plod- 
ding along behind a caravan headed for 
Egypt. Every step takes him farther 
from his loved father and baby brother 
and home, and nearer to a foreign land 
where he does not have one acquaint- 
ance, and where he is to be sold as a 
slave! How tragic all this is! But in 
spite of all, he still trusted in the Lord, 
and “the Lord was with Joseph.” The 
Lord had not forgotten his poor father 
either. (To be continued.) 





Note: The silhouette pictures used in this 
lesson are 40c per set of 8, or 3 sets for $1. 
“The Creation” cards are 20c a dozen. Both 
may be ordered from V. D. Gunderson, Fern- 
dale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 

Joseph, a Favorite Son 

(Gen. 37:3, 13-17, 23, 24, 28) 
O YOU ever have dreams? Our 
dreams are usually foolish’ ones 
that our own mind makes up while 
the rest of us is asleep. In the days 
when Jacob lived, there was no written 
Bible, and the Holy Spirit had not yet 
come to live in men’s hearts to give 
God’s messages. So God sent His mes- 
sages by an angel, or He made men’s 
dreams tell them what He wanted them 
to know. I’m sure you remember one 
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vivid dream Jacob had. What message 
did God give him? We learned part 
of that message (Gen. 28:15). The Lord 
repeated that message in Matthew 28: 
20b and other times. So He has no need 
to send you a dream about that. Jacob 
had at least one other dream from God 
(Gen. 31:11). 

Two dreams got Jacob’s son Joseph 
into trouble. Two dreams that other 
people had were the means of getting 
him out of prison. Two dreams that the 
king dreamed helped to raise Joseph 
to an important position. Will you 
read about some of them this week? 
(1) Dreams made quarrels worse, Gen- 
esis 37:1-11. (2) He never dreamed of 
being a slave, verses 12-28. (3) Break- 
ing the news to Father, verses 29-35. 
(4) A faithful slave, 39:1-6. (5) In 
prison, verses 7-12, 16-23. (6) Prison 
dreams, 40:1-15. (7) Those dreams 
came true, verses 16-23. 

Abraham and Isaac, because of their 
unselfishness, were merf of peace. (Re- 
view briefly.) But not Jacob and Esau 
—in the early days! Jacob learned the 
hard way that fooling people and tell- 
ing lies to get what you want do not 
pay, besides being sins. You saw how 
he got paid back while he was with 
his relatives. Now—even sadder—you 
will see how his sons deceived him. All 
his life he kept reaping what he had 
sowed—do you know what that means? 
Don’t think that you will get away with 
fooling your parents or teacher, either! 

Jacob had twelve sons, most of them 
grown up by the time of this story. 
You remember he had more than one 
wife, and that made trouble between 
the wives and between the children. 
Jacob loved one wife more than the 
others, and he loved one son more than 
the others. That made trouble, too! It 
is sad when families have trouble be- 
cause of jealousy and hard feeling! 
Joseph was a good boy. He was smart 
and he could be trusted. Some of the 
older sons were really bad, and Joseph 
reported it to his father. And when 
Jacob gave Joseph a coat that was fit 
for a prince instead of one like the 
shepherds wore, they were so jealous 
that they would not speak to him ex- 
cept to be mean, 

Then one day, perhaps when they had 
all been working hard in the grain field, 
cutting and tying up the sheaves of 
grain, and the brothers had been un- 
usually mean, God encouraged Joseph 
by a dream showing their sheaves bow- 
ing to his as though he were a prince 
and they his servants. I suppose Joseph 
could hardly wait to fell that dream to 
his brothers to prove he was better 
than they! How would they like that? 
Of course “they hated him yet the more 
for his dreams, and for his words.” 
Even his father reproved him for his 
second dream that showed his greatness 
ever even his father and mother, 


. 
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Then came the brothers’ chance for 
revenge. They had gone far away to 
get good pasture for the sheep, while 
Joseph was home with his father. (Tell, 
let the children tell, or read the story 
of Genesis 37:12-28. To suggest the dif- 
ferent parts of the narrative, sketch a 
road with a sign “To Dothan,” a long- 
sleeved robe, a pit beneath the ground, 
a row of camels.) 

Do you want a family like Jacob’s? 
Or do you like this kind better? “And 
be ye kind one to another, tender- 
hearted, forgiving one another, even as 
God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven 
you” (Eph. 4:32, Memory Verse). Which 
kind of family are you making? 

Orono, MAINE. 

we 


For Primary Teachers 


By Helen E. Odenwelder 


O YOU know a boy who was re- 
cently graduated from high school? 
If you do, that fellow is probably the 
age of Joseph, about whom we shall 
learn today. Joseph was a fine young 
man. His father (Jacob) loved him 
dearly—loved him better than he loved 
any of his eleven other sons. Unfor- 
tunately, Joseph’s brothers hated him. 
How sad that made Joseph! Often, I 
suppose, as he was on the hillsides car- 
ing for his flocks, he wondered what he 
could do to make his brothers love him. 
Perhaps they hated Joseph because he 
had told his father of some of the sins 
that they were doing (“Joseph brought 
unto his father their evil report”—Gen. 
37:2). While it is never good to tell 
tales, still we believe that Joseph told 
his father so that he would correct the 
boys and keep them from doing worse 
things. E 
Joseph’s brothers hated him because 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 440) 


1. Two—Leah and Rachel. 

2. Rachel wanted to bear children to 
Jacob vicariously by her handmaid Bil- 
hah, because she herself was barren; 
Leah offered her handmaid to keep 
Rachel from catching up on her. 

3. Jealousy, contention, division. 

4. Rachel. 

5. He was the eleventh of the twelve 
sons, 

6. Jacob’s preference for Joseph, ex- 
pressed in the gift of the “coat of many 
colours.” 

7. By telling his dreams which de- 
noted his coming supremacy. 

8. That he would appoint him the 
“firstborn” and therefore ruler of the 
family. 

9. Reuben. 

10. Judah. 


Eumuvunrat, Ict, 
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And After 


ARMAGEDDON 
... What? 


Armageddon may be even now on the 
horizon. Read carefully Revelation 7 and 
you will recall the 144,000 of the twelve 
tribes of Israel who spring up to evan- 
kelize the remaining peoples of the 
world, each a mighty Paul in spirit. 
These are all Jewish; the Holy Spirit 
even puts down the names of the tribes: 
Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Joseph, Benjamin, 
etc. 


These 144,000 will testify to the soon 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the 
soon establishment of that Kingdom 
which shall never be destroyed. They 
will even be martyred for their testimony. 
How we wish that we had the voice of a 
thousand trumpets to sound the tran- 
scendent importance to our churches of 
evangelizing Israel now! There is not 
a moment to lose! 


Give Israel the Gospel Torch 
It is to this task of Gospelizing the Jews that 
weare committed. We are traveling together 
—you to whom God also has given these visions 
and we of the American Board of Missions to 
the Jews as your servants, as the agency 
through which you can operate. Let us ad- 
vance together in discharging faithfully the 
duty put upon us by the inescapable challenge 
of obedience to His will. What a privilege 
is such a calling at a time like this! It is later 
than we think! And sooner than we think 
we shall hear the shout from the heavens 
above and shall be taken up away from the 
judgments that will then be poured out upon 
this earth with unrelenting fury because God's 
patience will have been fully exhausted. Are 
you with us? Your fellowship in this work 
of God’s urgency will qualify you for the 
bl d promise of G is 12:3. 





AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 
236 W. 72nd St., Dept. 6, New York 23, N.Y. 
In Canada: 
39 King William St., Hamilton, Ont. 
God bless you in your stirring work of 
evangelizing Israel in which I join with the 
enclosed offering of $............. 6.56.55. 
sent you as a token of my fellowship. You 


may please send me your monthly magazine 
“The Chosen People.” - 
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they were jealous of him. What a dread- 
ful thing jealousy is! Joseph’s father 
gave him a beautiful coat of many 
colors. By doing so, he showed that he 
had a special love for Joseph. Not only 
that, but the kind of coat he gave in- 
dicated that he felt that Joseph was 
more important than his brothers. How 
angry that made them! They were 
proud and could not stand to have their 
younger brother honored above them- 
selves. 

Later when Joseph had a dream—a 
dream that showed that God, too, was 
going to honor him in a special way— 
and he told that dream to his brothers, 
they could stand it no longer. So they 
decided to get rid of him. Taking his 
many-colored coat, they threw him 
down into a deep, dark pit. Poor Joseph! 
There he was alone, surrounded by 
slimy walls and crawling insects—and 
no way to get out! 

His brothers sat down then to eat. As 
they were eating they saw a number of 
men coming along on camels. “Let’s 
sell Joseph to them,” they said, “instead 
of killing him.” So they pulled him out 
of the pit and sold him for twenty silver 
pieces, the price of a young slave. 
Where would these strangers take their 
young brother? They did not know. 
This they knew—that the boy that they 
hated was gone. And they were glad. 

But did God know where Joseph was? 
Indeed He did. And could He, would 
He take care of him? Yes, oh, yes— 
for, you remember, God loved Joseph. 
And Joseph loved God. Next week we 
will learn more about him. 





Among Us Teachers: You will want 
to have for this lesson a many-coloréd 
miniature coat. A dear servant of the 
Lord made one which we use again and 
again. The colors should be the Word- 
less Book colors, bound with red and 
lined with white. Make one sleeve 
gold, the other .one black, half of 
the front white, the other half red, 
and the back should be green. You can 
turn it inside out showing the beauti- 
fully white, clean robe. (The red bind- 
ing will show, even when it is reversed. 
We are reminded. that in Heaven, even 
though clothed in spotless white, the 
saints will remember that their cleans- 
ing was made possible by “the blood of 
the Lamb”—Rev. 7:14.) 

At the proper time in the lesson, 
when referring to Joseph’s coat of many 
colors, show the children the miniature 
coat. (It is believed that it was a long- 
sleeved cloak, a type of undergarment, 
about knee-length, usually. On Joseph, 
however, it reached to his ankles and 
wrists. It indicated that Joseph was 
superior.) As you conclude the lesson, 
again use the little coat. As Joseph’s 
father wanted to honor him and show 
his own favor of his son, so our 
Heavenly Father wants us to’ be clothed 
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in a white robe of His righteousness. 
(Show the reverse side.) He wants 
everyone everywhere to spend eternity 
with Him in _ beautiful, wonderful 
Heaven. (Indicated by the gold ség- 
ment.) All people everywhere, however, 
are sinners. Thus they are separated 
from God. (Continue, then, with the 
Wordless Book lesson, concluding with 
a definite invitation to receive the Sav- 
iour.) 
LANCASTER, Pa, 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A lst of the lessons for the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Why Should It Take a Flood?—Be ye 
kind one to another, tenderhearted 
(Eph. 4:32, Golden Text). Some years 
ago, there was a very serious flood along 
the Ohio River, and its tributaries in 
Pennsylvania, driving many families 
out of their homes. In some instances 
homes were simply carried away with 
everything in them lost. Many of the 
people were gathered together in groups 
in. schools, churches, village and city 
halls, and cared for by the people of 
the community, under the direction of 
local doctors and public-spirited citi- 
zens. After some weeks had passed a 
newspaper reporter went to see some 
of the flood victims to ask how they felt 
about the loss of their homes, clothing, 
and furniture. When one fourteen-year- 
old girl was asked about it all, she re- 
plied: “Oh, it was wonderful! Everyone 
was so kind to everyone else; it did not 
make any difference what you wore, what 
church you belonged to; they were just 
kind. I loved it and almost wish it 
would happen every year.” Why should 
it take a flood, a war, a fire, or other 
catastrophe to crack the hard shell that 
so many wear on the outside, and per- 
mit the sunshine and light of simple 
kindness to shine through, and warm 
the hearts of those about us?—From the 
Expositor. Sent by J. A. Clark, South- 
port, Eng. 


Which One?—Now Israel loved Joseph 
more than all his children (Gen. 37:3). 
The outside of the plain white house 
was rather stark and uninviting. In- 
side was the warmth of a vibrant per- 
sonality. A small, white-haired woman, 
her cheerful face softly furrowed by 
her eighty-odd years, sat waiting for 
her distinguished son. A neighbor drop- 
ped by to bring a dish of Pennsylvania 
Dutch “puddin’ meat,” which she had 
prepared especially for the homecoming. 
“You must be proud of your famous son, 
Mrs. Eisenhower,” said the neighbor. 
With sparks flashing from dimmed blue 
eyes, Mrs. Eisenhower replied, “Which 
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one?”—From “Mothers of America,” by 
Elizabeth Logan Davis, in Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Mrs. E. Levengood, 
Dayton, Tenn. Prize illustration. 


Where Dirt Will Not Stick—They 
hated him, and could not speak peace- 
ably unto him (Gen. 37:4). The shep- 
herds . . . had them to another place, 
called Mount Innocence. And there 
they saw a man clothed all in white; 
and two men, Prejudice and I1l]-will, 
continually casting dirt upon him. Now 
behold, the dirt, whatsoever they cast 
at him, would in a little time fall off 
again, and his garment would look as 
clean as if no dirt had been cast thereat. 
Then said the pilgrims, What means 
this? The shepherds answered, This 
man is named Godly-man, and this gar- 
ment is to show the innocency of his 
life. Now, those that throw dirt at him 
are such as hate his well-doing; but, 
as you see, the dirt will not stick upon 
his clothes, so it shall be with him that 
liveth innocent in the world. Whoever 
they be that would make such men 
dirty, they labor all in vain; for God, 
by that a little time is spent, will cause 
that their innocence shall break forth 
as the light, and their righteousness as 
the noonday.—From “Pilgrim’s Prog- 
ress,” by John Bunygn. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans, 


Dreams Judged by Waking Acts.— 
And Joseph dreamed a dream (Gen. 
37:5). When a person told his dream 
in relating religious experience, Row- 
land Hill said, “We do not despise a 
good man’s dreams, but we will judge 
of the dream after we have seen how 
you act when you are awake.”—From 
Biblical Illustrator. Sent by the Rev. 
Guru Manickam, Woriur, Trichinopoly, 
S. India. 


The Proof of the Picture.—They hated 
him yet the more for his dreams, and 
for his words (Gen. 37:8). An artist 
used to say to his pupils, “The end of 
the day is the proof of the picture.” He 
meant that the most favorable time to 
judge of the excellence of a painting 
is the twilight hour, when there is not 
light enough to distinguish details. 
Then defects in execution cannot be 
seen, and the artist’s thought glows in 
its richest beauty. In like manner, the 
close of the day of life is the truest time 
to look at human character. In the 
noon glare all men’s faults appear. Jeal- 
ousies, emulations, and rivalries show 
us to each other in most unfavorable 
light. We are apt to put the worst con- 
struction upon each other’s actions and 
motives. We see each other through 
the defective and distorting vision of 
our own selfishness. . . . But when the 
shadows of the evening of eternity be- 
gin to fall upon us, . .. when the fierce 
competitions are hushed, we see men in 
truer light. .. . Envy and prejudice-in 
us no longer magnify the evil that is 
in them, while the good shines: out in 
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transfigured splendor—From “Week- 
Day Religion,” by the Rev. J. R. Miller. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Upsets May Be God’s Messengers.— 
And they brought Joseph into Egypt 
(Gen. 37:28). When Lord Clive, as a 
young man, in the spirit of adventure, 
set out from his British home for India, 
the ship upon which he sailed was 
caught in a terrific storm and continu- 
ous adverse gales drove it far off the 
course, until it finally limped into a 
South American harbor. There he had 
to remain for many months before be- 
ing able to get passage to India. But, 
during the long wait, he acquired the 
Portuguese language which qualified 
him when he did reach India to take an 
important position with the East India 
Company, ultimately resulting in his 
being appointed by the crown as Gov- 
ernor General of India. Do not deplore 
upsets: they may be God’s messengers. 
—From The Sunday School Times, Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Splendors Through the Floods.—Ja- 
cob... mourned for his son many days 
(Gen. 37:34). A tourist writes of stop- 
ping at Giesbach to look at the wonders 
of its waterfalls. The party had to pass 
over one of the falls on a slender bridge 
through the drenching water, with the 
wild torrents dashing beneath. It was 
a trying experience. But once through, 
a glorious picture burst upon them. 
There were rainbows above, beneath, 
and circling on all sides. So the spray 
of sorrow falls now, and we may have 
to walk through floods and pitiless tor- 
rents, and all may seem a strange, in- 
explicable mystery. But there will come 
a time when we shall have passed 
through these showers of grief, and 
when we shall stand amid the splendors 
of rainbows on the shores of Glory. 
Then we will understand, and see love 
in every pang and tear.—From “Week- 
Day Religion,” by the Rev. J. R. Miller. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 
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Hawaii Vacation Party 
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Readers of the Sunday School 
Times are cordially invited to the 
Christian Fellowship vacation 
party, which travels to the Hawai- 
ian Islands between October 7 
and November 1. Leader will be 
Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Executive 
Vice-President of this magazine. 


“The life of the land is in right- 
eousness” is the motto inscribed 
on the Hawaiian Coat of Arms. 
No country has welcomed Chris- 
tian missionaries with greater zeal 
and friendliness. There is a re- 
freshing kindliness, humility and 
honesty about the people of Ha- 
waii. Visitors are overwhelmed 
with smiles, flowers, and gestures 
of good will. Travel to Hawaii 
is an experience of happiness. 
You enjoy the tumultuous wel- 
come and are uplifted by the gaiety 
and wholesome spirit of Polyne- 
sian people. Here is an adventure 
in vacation enjoyment without 
parallel for you. 


Our Christian Féllowship party 
to Hawaii will travel on vista- 
dome trains cross country, will fly 
one way to Honolulu in a strato- 
airliner, and sail one way aboard 
the S.S. Lurline. In Hawaii, there 
will be twelve days of interesting 
events, with a social hostess in 
charge and special charter buses 
will provide the maximum of 
sight-seeing—more activities and 
sight-seeing than average travelers 
enjoy. ‘The islands of Oahu, 
Hawaii, and Kauai are visited on 
the tour. 


A free illustrated folder, “Hawaii,” 
has been published. Send for your 
copy. Please address The Sunday 
School Times Co., 325 N. 13th 
Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 

Travel arrangements made for The 


Sunday School Times by The North- 
ern Pacific Railway. 
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. Children at Home 


ll. The Little Housekeeper 
Founded on fact 
By Sara Shields 


HEN Mother left, her little seven- 

year-old Sally in charge at Susie’s 
house, she prayed all the way home 
that God would work in the heart of 
Susie’s father and bring about his sal- 
vation. 

The: father had not yet returned 
home, but as soon as he arrived all 
things began to work together for good. 
The minister of the little church called 
and had a serious talk with the unfor- 
tunate man and made him understand 
that the people of the community would 
be watching his conduct toward his 
family. Sally’s grandmother prolonged 
her visit so she could help Susie’s 
mother and at the same time show her 
how to be a better housekeeper. Susie, 
too, was anxious to learn how to help 
her mother in their humble little 
home, and she made quick progress, 

One day on the way home from school 
Sally stopped to see Susie’s mother, and 
the tears ran down the poor woman’s 
face as she said: 

“Sally, dear, you are only a little girl, 
the same age as my Susie, but that day 
I was so sick, and you and your mother 
were so good to us, I listened to you 
talk to Susie about the Lord Jesus. It 
made me think of the time when, as 
a little girl, I gave Him my heart; but 
I got away from Him. Now He has 
taken me back, and, please God, I’ll be 
able to make a better home.” 

Sally ran home, so happy, to tell her 
mother the good news. 

Shortly after that, Sally began to 
pray that Susie’s father would want 
to attend church, along with Susie. 
When she told Susie about this, the 
little girl said: 

“Oh, Sally, it would be wonderful if 
Daddy would come to church with me! 
My mother can’t come because of the 
baby’s being sickly. I think my aunt 
wants my mother and us to go to her 
house for a while. She says she’s wor- 
ried about Mother, and that a holiday 
by the seaside would do her good. She’s 
never had a holiday before.” 

“Oh, Susie, I just thought of some- 
thing—but maybe you and I had better 
pray a lot about it before we tell our 
mothers,” said Sally. 

“Oh, quick, tell me what it is!” cried 
Susie. 

“Susie,” said Sally, “wouldn’t it be 
grand if your mother would let you stay 
home when she visits your aunt? You 
could do things for your father, and 
maybe he would see that you love him, 
Susie. It helps people sometimes to be 
better when they know somebody loves 
them. Oh, wouldn’t it be wonderful 
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if your father could see that Jesus loves 
him! Oh, Susie, let us pray a lot about 
this!) We are only little girls, and 
grown-ups maybe won’t agree with us, 
but somehow I feel it might be a great 
plan.” 

At first neither of the mothers were 
in favor of Sally’s suggestion, but a few 
days later Susie’s mother told her that 
Sally’s kind mother had offered to “keep 
an eye” on things, so it would be all 
right for her to stay with her father. 

The two little girls had a great time 
tidying up the house after Susie's 
mother and brothers left. Sally taught 
Susie how to set the table nicely, and 
they had a nice fire burning in the grate, 
and the kettle boiling, when Susie’s 
father came in for his tea. He was a 
gruff sort of man and had never showed 
his little girl much affection, but when 
he saw the shining kitchen, and the 
nice fire, and the table set for his tea, 
he was so taken aback that he said, 

“Why didn’t you go with your mother, 
Susie?” 

The little girl replied: “I wanted to 
stay home and look after you, Daddy. 
Sally is a real good housekeeper and 
she’s teaching me a lot of things.” 

The father was touched, indeed, as he 
looked at the two bright children. He 
looked at his littlé girl, and a great 
shame came over him. He sat down at 
the table and covered his face with his 
hands. Then he said: 

“Susie, dear, I don’t know what to say, 
but I’ll try to show you how sorry I am 
for the way I have acted.” 

And the wise little girl answered: 
“Daddy, it’s only when you have drink 
that you aren’t nice to us; but every 
morning and night, and often through 
the day, too, I ask Jesus to make you 
different.” 

The tears ran down the father’s face 
as he gathered his little girl into his 
arms, and Sally ran home to tell her 
mother who was most happy to hear 
the wonderful news. 

Sally’s father went back with her to 
Susie’s house, and was welcomed kindly 
by this man who had been a drunkard, 
and had caused so much misery. 

The two men sat by the fire and 
talked quietly as the two little girls 
did the supper dishes. Before Sally 
and her father left for home, her daddy 
pulled a New Testament from his pocket 
and asked permission to read a chap- 
ter. Then they all knelt down, and 
Sally’s father talked to God. The two 
little girls knelt side by side holding 
each other’s hands. 

The next day was Sunday, and as Susie 
and her father were eating breakfast to- 
gether, the father said, “Susie, I would 
go to church with you today, but my 
clothes are so shabby maybe I had bet- 
ter wait till next Sunday.” 

The wise little girl said: 

“Oh, please, Daddy, don’t wait! Come 
with me. today; now you feel so nice 





57 


ves 
out 
and 

us, 
reat 


ere 
few 
hat 
pep 
all 
me 
ie’s 
zht 
ind 
ite, 
e’s 
ba 
‘ed 
en 
he 
ea 


er, 


i i ee oe) 


—— |. a * 





Lesson for June 16 


in your heart about us; and the min- 
ister won't care about your clothes; he 
will be so pleased to see you! Oh, 
Daddy, Mother would come right back 
now if she could see how nice you are!” 

That was the beginning of a happy 
life for Susie and her mother and little 
brothers. 

One day Susie said to her friend 
Sally: “Just think, Sally, if I hadn’t 
had you for my friend, I wouldn’t have 
known Jesus for my own Saviour, and 
we would still be living in the bad old 
way we used to when Daddy drank. Oh, 
dear Sally, all my life I will love you; 
and, Sally, will you teach me more 
about housekeeping? The people around 
here call you ‘the little housekeeper,’ 
and I feel so proud to have you for my 
friend. But the best part about you is 
that you love people. Even my daddy 
felt that you cared about him. Isn’t he 
nice now, Sally? And my mother is so 
happy! Oh, Sally dear, I will love Jesus 
more every day!” 

The conversion of Susie’s father made 
a great impression on the community, 
and the minister of the little church 
said one day to Sally: “You see, Sally, 
my dear, how wise it is for children to 
learn early to love and serve the Lord 
Jesus. I’m so happy, and so are many 
others, about the way He is pleased to 
use you.” 

Toronto, CAN. 

we 


Echoes of Fulton Street Meeting 
(Continued from second page) 


ously a stranger greeted him after the 
service. The stranger knew the mis- 
sionary well but was not recognized in 
return. This was his story: 

“‘Eleven years ago I was a Christless 
man. I wandered one noon through 
the streets of this city, without friends, 
without home, without means, and 
utterly without hope. I determined to 
die and was on my way to commit sui- 
cide. As I passed down Fulton Street, 
I heard the sound of singing, hymn 
singing it was. I was surprised at such 
a sound in the busiest hour of the day. 
I turned to find that I was passing a 
church, since pulled down. My -curi- 
osity prompted me to enter. I had 
scarcely taken my seat when a gentle- 
man in front of me, of whom I knew 
nothing and who knew nothing of me, 
rose to pray. In his prayer he asked 
the Lord to bless and save any despair- 
ing ones present; and keep anyone who 
might be possessed of self-destructive 
intentions from putting those intentions 
into practice. I was considerably as- 
tonished, and was arrested in my 
wicked designs. After the service you 
spoke to me, and finding out my need, 
you took me home with you, fed me, 
and kept me for the night. I was laid 
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under deep conviction of sin; you 
pointed me to Christ, and I was enabled 
to look to Him as my Saviour.’ 

“The brother detailed his movements 
since his conversion, spoke of his find- 
ing work, meeting with great success, 
and of his then very happy condition 
and surroundings near a distant city. 
He introduced to the missionary his 
wife and children, and was profuse in 


,his expressions of thanks to God for 


finding for him such a friend in the 
dark hour of despair. 

“It is fitting that a few of the answers 
to mothers’ prayers should be recorded 
here, and grouped in a chapter for 
mothers. This story was related by a 
minister who led the meeting. For 
many years a mother besought the Lord 
to save her son, but the son seemed 
the same unconcerned young man in 
spite of all her pleadings. By and by 
the mother died—died not having seen 
the desire of her heart, but strong in 
the confiderfce that her God would yet 
grant her request. The young man was 
a student at college when his mother 
thus passed away. Soon after her de- 
cease he took down from a shelf in his 
room at college, a little book that had 
long remained unused. It was a Bible 
—a gift from his mother. He opened 
it when he caught sight of these lines 
upon the fly-leaf: 

“*Remember, love, who gave you this, 

When other days shall come, 
When she who had your earliest kiss 
Sleeps in her narrow home; 
Remémber, ‘twas a mother gave 
The gift to one she'd die to save. 
“‘A parent’s blessing on her son 
Goes with this holy thing; 
The love that would retain the one 
Must to the other cling; 
Remember ’tis no idle toy, 
A mother’s gift! Remember, boy!’ 


The young man’s heart was touched. 
That night he attended prayer meeting. 
He was under deep conviction of, his 
need of a Saviour, and in a very little 
while he made public avowal of his 
allegiance to the Lord Jesus Christ.” 


% 





Open Letter Notes in 
Book Form 


A CAREFUL selection of sixty- 
five “Notes on Open Letters” 
by the Editor on topics of general 
interest to Christians has been 
published in a book entitled “An- 
swers for Inquiring Christians,” by 
the Fleming H. Revell Company. 
It may be ordered at $2 a copy plus 
15 cents for postage and handling 
from the Times Book Service, 
1800 Arch Street, Philadelphia 3. 
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MUST 

AFRICAN 
GOSPELS BE {%) 
RATIONED? 


So great is the demand that 
Gospels must occasionally be 
rationed. People walk miles, 
often a whole day, to hear the ot 
Gospel preached. Africa is -}444 
alive—Kenya, Congo, Tangan- 

yika and alt of South Africa. 
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These are golden days of op- } 

portunity for the dark conti- (7% 
nent. PTL workers are out in 
their sound trucks, preaching 
and giving out the Word of 
God They give away 30,000 
Gospels a week — and sfill 
eager hands reach for more. 
Will Africa wake to God? Or 
to civilized paganism? It is for 
you to decide. 4 
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The Pocket, Testament Leaque 


156 Fifth Avenue New York Ss 





FOR WELL-WRITTEN 

‘ EVANGELICAL BOOKS 
dealing with every phase of the Christian life: doctrine, 
witnessing, intell | problems, missions, devotional 
material, Bible study and prayer, ask at your bookstore 
for books by Inrer-Varsiry Press, or write for catalog. 


INTER-VARSITY PRESS 
1519 North Astor Dept. ST 
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SACRIFICIAL GIVING NEEDED 


Satan opposes—but God's work goes 
forward. The Bible Coach is now 
in operation on the frontiers between 
Brazil and Uruguay. Gospels of John 
distributed freely and souls sought for 
salvation. Upon the first trip 180 
homes visited where the Gospel had 
never before been heard. 


A Faith Work 


Indigenous church and first Bible school in the 
country established. Hold up the hands of devoted 
native workers. Swell their number with your 
prayers and gifts. 


Write for FREE news letter today 


EVANGELICAL MISSION TO URUGUAY, INC. 
BOX 70-T, FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 














VACATION wits 
DOUBLE PURPOSE 
Inspiration & Recreation 


at beautiful Stony Brook, Long Island 


Enjoy Christion fellowship as well as good food 
ond sports of oll kinds. Comfortable rooms. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S CONFERENCE 
July 20—27, 1957 


Ding Tevling — ortist ond speoker 
and other leaders. 





: a Rates — 
> > $25.00 plus $2.00 Registration 


ys 

GENERAL BIBLE CONTERENEE 
July 27—Aug. 3, 1957 

For all the family. 

Speokers — Dr. J. Allen Bloir 
Or. Clarence S. Roddy 
Dr. Bob. Pierce 

Music — The Musical Ploces 

Rates — $26.00—$40.00 pilus $2.00 




















For complete details write to 
Mr. Jomes E. Hill, Dept. S 


STONY BROOK CONFERENCES 





STONY BROOK, LONG ISLAND, N.Y 





START THE 
JOY BELLS 


RINGING 
for orphans 





@ Get a BREE 
PENNY BANK 
Beautiful Figurine 
hand-carved by a 
- Korean teen-ager. 





A penny a day makes you a loyal sup- 
porter of Isabelle Orphanage in Pusan, 
Korea. An independent, faith missionary 
work. 


KOREA GOSPEL MISSION 
P.O. Box 291, Inglewood, California 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, June 19 
3. I Can Get Away With It 
(Acts 5:1-11) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are* 
used by permission. 


T HAS been well said that, in the 

day in which we live, many persons 
seem to act as though it no longer is 
a crime to break the law—the crime is 
in getting caught. Have you ever heard 
anyone say, when reminded of going 
through a red light or stop sign while 
driving a car, “Oh, well, nothing was 
coming”? Have you ever made such 
an excuse to yourself? 


se 
All of us are tempted many times to 
try to “get away” with doing wrong. 
We see others all about us seemingly 
“getting away” with it, and, if we are 
not careful, we lose sight of the fact 
that wrongdoing is never justified by 
the number that participate in it. If a 
thing is wrong, it is wrong, even if the 
whole world does it. 
pd 
The Bible faithfully brings us many 
examples of men and women who 
thought they could “get away” with sin. 
Our Scripture lesson for this third in 
the series “Watch Your Step,” has been 
chosen from Acts 5, and it brings us the 
account of what may seem to us at first 
a harmless “white lie” about the sale 
of some property and the amount given 
to the Lord. Ananias and Sapphira 
did not “get away” with it, however, 
and a terrible example was made of 
them in the early church, not because 
they did not give the whole amount to 
God, but because they deliberately con- 
spired to give the impression to vuther 
believers that they were doing so. 
ve 
You will remember also that Abram 
stumbled in his walk with God when 
he thought his life was endangered, and 
that his wife might be taken from him. 
He lied twice about Sarai his wife 
(Gen, 12: 10-20; 20), and he had te suffer 
the rebuke of unbelievers because of his 
conduct, 
we 
Moses thought no one was looking 
when he killed an Egyptian overseer. 
He had to flee from Egypt. when he 
realized that he had been found out 
(Exod. 2:11-14). 
we 
Our temptations may not lie in the 
same areas as those mentioned above, 
but they will be none the less power- 
ful and dangerous. We may find that 
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our temptations to “get away” with 
wrongdoing may involve temper, or 
cheating, or spiritual hypocrisy, or im- 
purity, and the like, and we may very 
foolishly suppose that no one will be 
the wiser or that we shall suffer no 
evil consequence if we yield. 

Several factors may enter into our 
willingness to listen to temptation and 
to try to “get away” with wrongdoing. 
One is the false philosophy that al- 
though others may have been found out 
and punished, we shall escape, and so 
we decide to take a chance. Such rea- 
soning, at its best, leaves God out of 
the picture. The Bible warns us not 
to be deceived by such reasoning and 
that “God is not mocked: for whatso- 
ever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap” (Gal. 6:7). This was written to 
believers. Even though we may (as 
very few do) escape the punishment of 
men, we still have God to reckon with. 
And God, who is holy and just, will, 
even in His mercy and for our own 
good, bring us to account for our mis- 
deeds, 

ve 

The second factor that may miscolor 
our thinking in the matter of “getting 
away” with wrong may come from the 
seeming immunity that some appear to 
have. As we observe this, we become 
discouraged and reckless. David had 
difficulty in this respect, you will re- 
member, when he saw evil men seem- 
ingly prosper and flourish (Psa. 73). 
He was envious of them and was 
tempted to think he had cleansed his 
heart in vain. David’s difficulty and 
ours today comes from shortness of 
vision. We forget that God does not 
always settle His accounts on the day 
following wrongdoing. When David 
went into the Lord’s house and got 
God’s viewpoint, he saw the terrible 
end to which these wrongdoers eventu- 
ally came, and he wanted none of it. 

we 

If we belong to Christ, we may rest 
assured that God in His faithfulness 
will deal with us when we step aside 
from His will. That dealing will be 
far more painful and unpleasant than 
any fancied loss from obedience, and, 
though it be delayed, the day will cer- 
tainly come when we shall have to give 
an account for the deeds done in the 
body, whether they be good or evil. 
This will be a sorrowful and humiliat- 
ing experience, if we persist in our 
willfulness and stubbornness. 

v4 

A third type of our faulty thinking 
regarding “getting away” with sin is 
the mistaken idea that when we do 








Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, for 
its readers;.and for God’s blessing on 
the contents of the paper. 
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wrong all we have to do is to confess 
and be forgiven and all will be well 
again. Confession of wrongdoing does 
not clear away all the effects of our 
sin. God does forgive and forget when 
we sincerely confess to Him. But it is 
also true that often we carry away with 
us inescapable consequences of our sin. 
Many a redeemed drunkard carries to 
his grave the marks of his wrongdoing 
in an impaired body. A young man, 
who, in a.spree of reckless driving, has 
an accident in which he loses an arm 
or a leg, or kills a companion or an- 
other driver, does not acquire a new 
limb when he confesses his wrong and 
is forgiven. Neither is the one he killed 
restored to life. In countless ways, we 
pay sin’s wages, even though the sin is 
forgiven and put away. A lying or 
bitter tongue may cost us the confidence 
and respect of friends or loved ones 
that may never be regained, even 
though we have acknowledged the 
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wrong and have been forgiven and 
cleansed. 

Our course, as followers of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, is to keep close to Him 
through daily prayer and the reading 
of His Word. This will reveal] to us His 
will and will give Him the opportunity 
to give us His viewpoint and to fortify 
us when we are tempted to “get away” 
with wrongdoing. Keeping short ac- 
counts with Him, by confessing to Him 
any failure or shortcoming or sin as 
soon as it is known, and receiving His 
forgiveness and cleansing (1 John 1:9), 
will be a means toward having our con- 
sciences made sensitive, so that when 
temptation comes, we shall not be mis- 
led, but shall see clearly the only way 
that God has for us—absolute honesty 
and obedience at all times and under all 
circumstances. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


June 10 to 16 


Mon., June 10.—Gen. 37:2-8. 
Favoritism Causes Trouble. 
Prayer Succestions: “Now Israel 
loved Joseph more than all his chil- 
dren, because he was the son of his old 
age: and he made him a coat of many 
colours.” Although Benjamin was Is- 
rael’s last born son, his special interest 
was in Joseph. This was undoubtedly 
due to spiritual qualities observed in 
Joseph. There was probably good un- 
derstanding and responsiveness to his 
father’s religious sentiments. Envy and 
jealousy were roused by such show of 
favoritism. Favoritism causes much 
trouble in homes, churches, communi- 
ties, and nations. Unwisdom, in Ja- 
cob’s case, resulted in hardship for 
Joseph. But God overruled Jacob's 
error. Let parents and pastors learn 
caution from Jacob’s favoritism. Pray 
for Detroit Bible Institute, Detroit. 


Tues., June 11.—Gen. 37:9-14. 
A Disturbing Dream. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “What is this 
dream that thou hast dreamed?” Joseph 
had dreams that caused intense hatred 
in the hearts of his brethren, Truth 
always makes wicked people mad. Even 
the gentle Jesus was hated for His 
words. Wicked natures resist the pres- 
entation of godly testimony. In the 
providence of God, what at first dis- 
turbed and roused to animogity Joseph’s 
brethren ultimately resulted in deep 
conviction of sin and profound repent- 
ance. Speak up for the Lord; leave 
consequences to Him. Pray for the To- 
ronto Bible College, Toronto, Ont., Can, 
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Wed., June 12.—Gen. 37:17b-24. 
The Dreamer Afflicted. 
PraYeR Succestions: “They conspired 
against him to slay him.” The sight 
of the “dreamer” roused up resent- 
ment and wrath in the souls of his en- 
vious brethren. “Where envying and 
strife is, there is confusion and every 
evil work” (Jas. 3:16). Envy is easily 








MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 
OVER 2,000,000 
SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS 
Were sold in 1953 by members of Societies, 
Clubs, Groups, etc. They enable you to oe 
money for your treasury, and make friends for 

your organization. 
Samples FREE to Officials 
SANGAMON MILLS 
Established 1915 Cohoes, N. Y. 














ible tracts 
by Paul Levin 


Dept. ST, Box 508, Waterloo, lowa 
Write today for samples; tracts are free as the 
Lord provides. Also available in —_— and 
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Serving Negroes 
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«@ Dormitory discipline for student 
@ Free Bible — books and free 
Correspondence School service to— 
¢ Our southern Negroes 
* Students in Africa 
* Prison bound Negroes 
* Negro leaders, many lands 


For greater reward, put your money 
into the message 


@ No high salaries 

@ Financial statements sent 

@ Strict economy in use of gifts 

@ No dunning or begging letters sent 

@ Accounts audited by Certified Accountant 


Let us be your agents to get the message of 
Christ to Negroes. Help us with your prayers 
and interest. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Incorporated 
Station A, Atlanta, Ga. 


Payne, Di 














SUNSET SOWERS 


GOSPEL of JOHN 


G. Hof 

se tesal Soups ’ Poem, ‘Believe It 
Verses, and p Ay aay) t beloke 
Full pew budines; Vital Verses es underscored: 


bright age Order FO! DAY ta. toni 10¢; joo, 


Bible Howse of L.A., 929 5. Westmorsiand Ave, Les Angeles 6, Cott. 









PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


of ware FOR Free CATALOG ) 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
DEL 102 SoA 











452 ‘(20) °* THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (Lesson for June 16) June 1, 1957 





aS eet ¥ Fe LO 


“% om. 


Norutnc in modern literature has dramatized 
so strikingly the collision of old and new, of 
faith and primitive superstition as THROUGH 
GATES OF SPLENDOR...the saga of the five 
young missionary martyrs who, in their small 
plane, were the first in centuries to penetrate 
the dread land of the Auca Indians with the 
Christian Gospel—only to be ambushed and 
slain with savage lances. Yet transcending the 
tragedy of this amazing Christian adventure 
—now known to the whole world as “Opera- 
tion Auca”—was the five’s unquenchable faith 
in the ultimate purposes of God and their joy- 
ous devotion to Christ which constantly break 
through the episodes in this book—much of it 
expressed in their own diaries and messages. 


Leaders Praise It 


“THROUGH GATES OF SPLENDOR proves conclu- 

sively that first-century devotion to Christ, 
even to martyrdom, is still alive.” 

—V. RAYMOND EDMAN, 

President of Wheaton College 


“A powerful portrayal of the Christian 

dedication to which the modern world is a 

stranger.” —FRANK E. GAEBELEIN, 

Evangelical Book Club 

“Reminiscent of the missionary stamina and 
sacrifice of the apostolic age.” 

—CARL F. H. HENRY, 

Editor, Christianity Today 


THE AUTHOR, widow of one of the 
martyred five, is one of the wives 
who lived in the jungle as active 
partners in the fateful expedition. 


64 Pages of Amazing Photographs . cr 


by the missionaries and CORNELL CAPA 7. 


“AN EPIC MISSIONARY SAGA.” 


—CATHERINE MARSHALL 


THROUGH 





NOW IN A BREATHTAKING BOOK 


The whole incredible story of 


the jungle missionary martyrs 











































wrapped with a Gospel tract £: 
dropped from his plane 


GATES OF SPLENDOR 


, By ELISABETH ELLIOT Foreword by Abe C. Van Der Puy 
New York 16 





At your bookseller $3.75 * HARPER & BROTHERS 


excited in wicked people. It harms the 
envious; it is terrible to the envied. 
In view of this, be careful always to. 
please the Lord, so that Romans 8:28 
can be fulfilled in your experience. 
Pray for Westmont College, Santa Bar- 
bara, Calif. 


Thurs., June 13.—Gen. 37:25-28. 
Seld Into Slavery. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They . .. sold 
Joseph to the Ishmeelites for twenty 
pieces of silver.” Joseph stands out 
as a type of the suffering Saviour. He 
was loved of his father, hated by his 
brethren. He was sold by those who 
should have been true friends. He was 
despised and rejected by his own, and 
made to be a man of sorrows and deeply 
acquainted with grief. The story still 
brings tears wherever told. From it 
we learn that God’s way up is down, 
and we learn what our God of grace 
and providence can do for His afflicted 
servants. Pray for Grace Bible Insti- 
tute, Omaha, Nebr. 


Fri., June 14.—Gen. 37:29-35. 
A Father Mourns a Son. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jacob ; 
mourned for his son many days.” The 
tremendous grief of Jacob is best de- 
scribed in Scripture language. Great 
was his comfort in bereavement. He 
had a sure and certain hope of being 
with his lost son in the world to come. 
Divine truth is comfort for us in be- 
reavement. Make it your care to live 
daily in. the Word, and then the Word 
of Christ will dwell richly in you when 
needed for consolation. Pray for West- 
ern Canadian Bible Institute, Regina, 
Sask., Can. 


Sat., June 15.—Psa. 77:1, 2, 11-15. 
e Comfort From God. 


PRAYER SucGcesTions: “In the day of 
my trouble I sought the Lord.” The 
shortest, surest, and best way to com- 
fort in trouble is to kneel at the feet 
of Jesus at the throne of grace. The 
Lord pitieth them that fear Him. He is 
a refuge for us. He gives light in dark- 
ness and “the oil of joy for mourning.” 
His comforts delight the soul. Pray for 
Northwestern College, Minneapolis. 


Sun., June 16.—Psa. 68:1-6. 
Let the Righteous Be Joyful. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Let the right- 
eous be glad; let them rejoice before 
God: yea, let them exceedingly re- 
joice.” God gives joy in sorrow, and 
balm for every wound. A Christian 
can be sunk in sorrow and yet joy- 
ful. God giveth songs in the night. 
David and Jesus and Paul and Silas ., 
are examples of this miraculous ex- 
perience. Rejoice in the Lord and 
in the Spirit for your election, sal- ~t 
vation, and particular providences, 
and, in faith, for coming blessings. 
Pray for Faith Theological Seminary, 
Elkins Park, Philadelphia, 
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